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ERH. vi. 4. 


And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath ; but bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


* E endeavoured, on ſome former occaſions, to explain 


and enforce the relative duties enjoined in the preceding 
context, on wives, huſbands, and children; and the next 
in courſe are thoſe which are incumbent on parents. At- 


tention to all theſe duties is highly neceſſary for your own ' 


peace, for the happineſs of thoſe with whom you are con- 
nected, and for the honour of the Chriſtian profeſſion. But 
parental duties are ſingularly important, as the happineſs 
of children, during the whole courſe of their lives, is inti- 
mately connected with their education in youth; and the 
conduct of parents not only affects the preſent generation, 
but extends its influence to future ages. Thoſe of you who 
are parents, ought therefore to conſider with the moſt ſeri- 


ous attention, every thing that relates to this intereſting 


ſubject. 


In the text, the Apoſtle addreſſes himſelf particularly to 
Fathers, as he does alſo in a ſimilar exhortation to the Co- 
loſſians, Fathers, provoke not your children to wrath, left 


they be diſcouraged.*” And this ſhows that the care of 
children is not entirely devolved on mothers ; that bring- 


ing them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord is 


« matter of great importance, worthy of the moſt minute 


„Col. ili. 21. 
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attention of fathers ; ; and that no hurry of buſineſs, or any 
concerns in which they may be engaged, can be admitted as 
an excuſe for negligenes in this duty. This alſo appears 


from its being made an eſſential qualification in a Biſhop, 
or overſeer of a church of Chriſt; to have his children in 
« ſubje&ion with all gravity;*” and to have * faithful 
e children, not accuſed of riot or vnruly.+% Deacons, too, 


muſt be ſuch men as rule their children, and their own 


% houſes well. f” And if this is eſſential to the character 
of all the office-bearers in churches, it muſt be a neceſſary 
thing 1n itſelf, and incumbent on every Chriſtian father, 
This exhortation may alſo be addreſſed to fathers, be- 
cauſe they have naturally more authority than mothers, 
and it is their province to take the lead in the government 
of their families. In many other reſpects the care of child- 
ren, eſpecially in their infant ſtate, is chiefly devolved on 
the female ſex. But it ſhould be confidered, that * the 
man is the head of the woman, he is the image and glory 
„of God, but the woman is the glory of the man;” and 
on this ground ſhe is commanded to ſubmit to her huſband; 
from which it neceſſarily follows, that ruling children, and 
having them in ſubje&ion, though incumbent on' both pa- 


rents, is more eſpecially the duty of the man, who in diſ- 


tinction from the woman is formed for the exerciſe of au- 
thority. He too is moſt in danger of going to the extreme 
of ſeverity, and therefore peculiarly needs this caution, 
„ provoke not your children to wrath.” 

We muſt not, however, underſtand that mothers are er- 
cluded here, and that they are not blameable if they either 
66 provoke their children to wrath,” or negle& to bring 
them up in thenurtureand admonition of the Lord.” There 
is no reaſon to doubt, though fathers only are mention- 


ed, that both parents are intended, and have their different 


parts aſſigned them in this important charge. In the nature 


of the thing it muſt be ſo, for mothers have an equal con- 
cern in the welfare of their children; and we ſee from the 
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foregoing part of the chapter that honour and obedience are 
due to them; © Children obey your parents in the Lord. 
Honour thy father and thy mother, which is the firſt 
« commandment with promiſe,” | 


Wx obſerve further, that the Apoſtle here addreſſes Chriſ- 
tian parents, or thoſe who profeſſed to believe the Goſpel, 
and walked under its influence. This is plain from the way 
in which he charaQeriſes theſe Epheſians, the ſaints and 
« faithful in Chriſt Jeſus ;----thoſe whom the God and Fa- 
« ther of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt had bleſſed with all ſpiritual 
« bleſſings, in heavenly places, in Chriſt.---Choſen in him 


© before the foundation of the world, that they ſhould be 


© holy and without blame before him in love ;*---quickened 
vhen dead in treſpaſſes and fins, ſaved by the grace of God, 
through faith, and created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good 
works. “ Such perſons, and ſuch only, are addreſſed in 
all the epiſtles to the churches, and we ought to conſider 
the neceſſity of having Chriſtian. principles, before we can 


perform, in an acceptable manner, any of thoſe duties which 


are enjoined on the followers of Jeſus Chriſt, 


Tux exhortation which is given in the text to believing 
parents, applies to their treatment of ſuch of their children 
as make the Chriſtian profeſſion ; but it extends to all their 
children. They have the charge of them from their infan- 
cy, and are thus to bring them up before they are capable 
to profeſs the faith : and though they ſhould grow up with- 
out the ſaving knowledge of the truth, this is no reaſon 
why parents ſhould be remiſs in the duties here enjoined. 


They ought rather, in this caſe, to be the more anxious to i 


inſtruct and warn them, to the utmoſt of their power. 


Ir does not appear to me that nurture, conſidered in the 
light of bodily chaſtiſament, can apply to the caſe of be- 
liering children, however young. We muſt deal with 
their conſciences, as perſons ſubject to the authority of 
God, and under the influence of the motives of the Goſpel : 


* Eph. i. 1.5. + Eph. ii. 1, 5, 8, 10. 
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and if they are ſo refractory as to merit chaſtiſement with 
the rod, they will deſerve alſo to be excluded Lo E + 
of Chriſt. 


THERE are two extremes in the conduct of parents towards 


their children. Some are too ſevere, and by an unlawful 
ſtretch of authority * provoke their children to wrath, and 
diſcourage them. Others are too indulgent from a miſtaken 
ſort of love and tenderneſs, which, on account of its bane- 
ful conſequences, deſerves the name of hatred.'. They have 
no proper authority or governmefft; they ſeldom teach them 
with effect, or chaſtiſe them to any good purpoſe, and con- 
ſequently neither reſtrain their follies nor their vices. 1 
| ſhall ſpeak to each of theſe claſſes; and it is the more ne- 
ceſſary, as the ſame perſons often err in both ways; for I 
have frequently obſerved, that parents who have no proper 
uniform authority, are upon ſome occaſions the moſt arbi- 
trary and ſevere. | | 1 


Tax following are the particulars that we mean to illuſ- 
trate and enforce: | 

I. The prohibition expreſſed in theſe words, Provoke 
6% not your children to wrath.” | 

II. The commandment to“ may them up in the nurture 
&© of the Lord.” 

III. The commandment to bring them up in the nn. 
& nition of the Lord.“ 
IV. We ſhall then take notice of ſome motives and en- 
couragements, which are ſuited to animate Chriſtian parents 
to a faithful * of theſe duties. 


I. Let us attend to the import of the prohibition, << Pro- 
„ yoke not your children to wrath.” Parents are taught by 
this, to avoid all harſh and cruel treatment, and to beware 


of indulging their own pride and humour, inſtead of ſeek- 


Ing the real advantage and happineſs of their children. In 
every caſe, wherein the word of God makes it lawful and 
Net. li. 14, 
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proper to exereiſe authority, it is intended, not to o gratify | 
the ambition of thoſe to whom it is committed, but for the 
good of the perſons whoſe duty it is to be in ſubjection, 
and for the benefit of ſociety in general, which cannot ſub- 
ſiſt without ſubordination. It is ſo in kingdoms as well as 
families, for civil governors are © ſent by God for the pu- 
« niſhment of evil doers, and for the praiſe of them that 
« do well;*” and all who are veſted with power and autho- 
rity are anſwerable to God for the uſe they make of it. 
Thus maſters are commanded to forbear threatening, know- 

« ing that their Maſter alſo is in Heaven, neither is there 
« reſpe& of perſons with him.“ This is a ſolemn conſide- 
ration, which ought to overawe the minds of parents, and 
make them anxious to avoid all undue ſeverity. The pro- 
hibition implies, 


1, THAT you ought never to exerciſe arbitrary and deſ- 
potic authority, either in the way of commanding, finding 
fault, chaſtiſing, or any thing elſe. This is done by ſome 
parents with a view to inure their children to contradiftion 
and diſappointment; but the experiment is dangerous, and 
there is no occaſion for it, as there will be many opportunities 
to contradiC them, when duty abſolutely requires it. There 
is no child who will not frequently have defires which ought 
not to be gratified, or who will always chearfully yield his 
own humour and inclination to the will of his ſuperiors; 
and if there were ſuch children, it would be moſt unreaſon- 
able to give them any unneceſſary contradiction. 

It is true, indeed, children, when they are very young, 
cannot always diſcern the reaſons why they ought to do one 
thing, and refrain from another, and muſt therefore in their 


0- apprehenſion, be under a ſort of arbitrary government for 
7 a time; and it is proper they ſhould in all things implieitly 
re ſubmit to the will of their parents. When a father com- 
k- W mands, this is ſufficient, and he ought immediately to be 


In obeyed. But though he may not find it neceſſary, or even 
poſſible on all occaſions, to explain the reaſons of his con- 
* Eph. vi. 9. 
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duct, he ought certainly to have a good reaſon in his own 
mind for all that he commands. He ſhould alſo, on proper 
occaſions, make his children to underſtand why he requires 
and prohibits this and the other thing, and never take it a- 
mifs when he 1s diſcreetly aſked to give his reaſons. 

We are to deal with children as rational creatures, not 
merely by the dint of authority, but in the way of addreſſ- 
ing often their judgment and conſoience. It is very poſſible 
to convince them of the propriety of many things that are 
oppoſite to. their natural inelinations; and we never can be 
ſure of their uniform ſubjection and obedience, unleſs when 
they are convinced that the things we require of them are 
juſt and reaſonable. If a contrary practice is followed, what 


is the conſequence? Children will ſoon come to think for 


themſelves, and what judgment are they to form of their 
parents, if they ſee them actuated by the ſpirit of deſpotic 
tyrants? Such behaviour muſt have a tendency to provoke 
them to wrath, 


24, NEVER refuſe your children any thing that you ean 
properly give them, if it 1s aſked with ſubmiſſion and re- 
ſpe; and allow them ſuch freedom in making known their 
requeſts, as will prevent them from feeling any reſtraint 
or uneaſineſs. It is a great miſtake to imagine, that it is 


any crime in children to aſk what they have a right to re- 


ceive, or that parents ought to keep them at fuch a diſtance, 
as to render this irkſome and diſagreeable. If they ſeek any 
thing that would be hurtful to them, if their demand ſhows 
a diſpoſition which ought to be checked, or if they aſk in a 
fretful, peeviſh, qr imperious manner, by all means let them 


be refuſed: but how a dutiful and affe&ionate parent can 


refuſe them any thing merely becauſe they aſt it, is more 


than I am able to conceive. Their natural wants, and what 


is neceſlary for their comfort and happineſs, ought to be at- 
tended to, whether they aſk ſuch things or not; and ſurely 


when they require what parents at any rate are bound to 


give, this is no reaſon why they ſhould be refuſed. I do 
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not mean to ſay that children cannot offend by the frequen- 
cy, unſeaſonableneſs, or impropriety of their demands, for 
there is not any one thing in which they are more ready to 
err, but only that parents ought not to refuſe their requeſts, 


without having ſome reaſon for it beſides their own arbitra- 
ry will, if they would not wiſh to provoke them to wrath, 


zd, BE careful to avoid finding fault, or chaſtiſing, with- 
out a juſt and proper cauſe. Not that ſmall offences are 
never to be attended to, for, in ſome caſes, things that ap- 
pear trifling in themſelves are big with important conſe- 
quences, and muſt be checked. But make it an invariable 
rule not to ſhow any diſpleaſure againſt your children, till 
you are ſure that they deſerve it. Many allowances muft 
be made for childhood, and many follies and improprieties 
are to be expected, which cannot properly be termed offen- 
ces. There is a natural thoughtleſs gaiety, vivacity, and 
lightneſs of ſpirit in children, which ought not in general 
to be reſtrained. On ſome occaſions this lively and reftlefs 
turn of mind may be irkfome and inconvenient, and it will 
be neceſſary to lay upon them a temporary reſtraint, when 
they are too noiſy and turbulent; but they are not at all to 
blame for this. They only commit an offence in this reſpe&, 
when they act avowedly in oppoſition to authority ; and, at 
other times, they ought to be allowed in the indulgence of 
that innocent mirth, and ſpr ightly humour, which is ſuit- 
ed to their years. | 

Nor ought they to be much nen for ned dente 
which happen through that giddy thoughtleſſneſs that we 
muſt expect to ſee in children. It is a matter of regret 
when in this way they deſtroy valuable things; but it is 
better to keep from them ſuch things as they are in danger 
of deſtroying, than to correct them for an accident, which 
probably could not be prevented by any foreſight of which 
they are capable. It is yet more cruel to chaſtiſe them, 
when through inattention and thoughtleſs levity they hurt 
themſelves. When children are in pain and diſtreſs, from 
whatever cauſe, they require ſympathy rather than correc- 
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tion; and though it is exceedingly proper to teach them to 
avoid perſonal danger, and to beware of hurting others, or 
doing any harm through ſtupidity or inattention, this can 


only be done gradually by mild and gentle methods; and 
the want of that degree of care and reflection which we look 
for in adults, ought not to be conſidered as a: crime in 


them. | 

All .needleſs chiding has a tendency to provoke, and it 
is of great importance that you ſhould underſtand what is 
the due medium of parental authority. There is a danger 
on both fides, as we have already hinted. If you are too 


rigorous and ſevere, you eſſentially hurt them; and if you 


are too indulgent, the effect is the ſame. How ſhall we 
avaid theſe extremes, and behave to our children ſo as to 
produce uniform reſpectful obedience without {laviſh fear? 
This can only be accompliſhed by following ſuch a line of 
conduct, as will always make them happy in your preſence, 
unleſs when they are guilty of a real crime. If they are 
afraid, or under a diſagreeable reſtraint, when they do well, 
your treatment muſt be wrong; and it is equally ſo, if 
they can be guilty of any piece of bad conduct without fear 
or uneaſineſs. An attentive parent will eafily diſcern if 
either of theſe effects are produced by his behaviour, and I 
beg your particular attention to this obſervation, as the 
whole art of training children almoſt. entirely 2 up- 
on it. 

Were I to deſcribe a good civil government by its effects, 
I would fay, it is that government which protects the juſt, 
and enables them to live without the ſmalleſt apprehenſion 
of danger; and which puniſhes the wicked, and makes 
evil doers afraid. It is preciſely the ſame in families as in 
nations, and you never can exerciſe that juſt authority 
which pleaſes God, unleſs when it is uniformly thus direct- 
ed: the oppoſite is to puniſh well doing, and to reward 1 ini- 


aulty. 


4th, WHEN it becomes neceſſary to uſe ſeverity, on ac- 
count of any thing bad in the conduct of your children, 


Sers. 
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which cannot be cured by gentle means, do it with judg- | 


ment and moderation; Furious rebukes and angry blows 


have little tendency to reclaim, and thoſe who cannot go- 
rern themſelves, have no right to expect that they will be 
able to govern their children. In order to produce the 


good effects intended by chaſtiſement, it is neceſſary to con- 
vince your children, that they have given you a juſt ground 


of offence, that you have no delight in any thing that gives 
them pain, and that you chaſtiſe them for their own profit 


and advadtage. A wile and affectionate parent will pro- 
ceed to this hardeſt part of his duty with much reluctance, 


and will not evgh think it below him to confeſs to his child 


that he does it with regret. 

It is proper indeed that you ſhould ſhew your diſpleaſure 
according to the nature and demerit of the crime, and be 
firm and determined in all your attempts to ſubdue their 
perverſe wills. If you yield the point, and do not bring 


them to a full ſubmiſſion, it would have been far better 


that you had never diſputed it. But this end will be more 
ſucceſsfully accompliſhed by temperate ſeverity, than by 


unreaſonable violence ; for however reſolute a man may 


appear in the heat of paſſion, it 1s only when he is recol- 
lected, and fully maſter of hunſelf, that he can be ſuppoſed 


to expreſs his real ſentiments, and to lay down reſolutions. 


from which he will not recede. A parent may ſometimes 
need to delay chaſtiſement till his own anger is abated, and 


at other times this may be neceſſary, on account of the 


violent paſſions of ſome children, who are not to be overcome 
by any means, till their pride, anger, or reſentment. get 


time to ſubſide, It is better to exerciſe patience, than to 
uſe a great deal of harſh methods, with little or no proba- 


bility of ſucceſs. 


5. BEWARE of ſhowing an unwarrantable partiality to 
any of your children, as it muſt have a bad effe& on thoſe 
of them againſt whom it operates, and cannot fail to pro- 
voke them to wrath, and diſcourage them. It frequently 
happens that there is one neglected child in a family, and 
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very often one who is a particular favourite, and viſibly 


preferred to all the reſt. If we enquire into the cauſe of 
this, we ſhall find in general that it is not founded in juſ- 
tice or reaſon, but can only be attributed to the whim and 


caprice of parents. The affection which nature dictates is 


univerſal, and the want of it in any caſe is pointedly con- 
demned in the word of God*. Yet we ſee ſome children 
overlooked, deſpiſed, and maltreated, perhaps merely for 
the want of perſonal accompliſhments, or a deficiency in 
bright and ſhining talents, which the great Author of na- 
ture hath conferred on ſome, and denied to others. For 
theſe things, in which they are not in the leaſt degree 
blameable, they are ſunk below the level of their brothers 
and ſiſters, kept at a diſtance, and ſcarce allowed in any 
reſpect to appear as children of the ſame family. The fa- 
vourites, on the other hand, only becauſe they are more 
beautiful, or ſprightly, or for ſome ſuch fooliſh reaſon, are 
careſſed, and reſpected, and allowed to trample on one who 
ought to be accounted their equal. Can any thang be more 
abſurd or unnatural ? 

Excuſes are made for this abominable partiality, but no 
excuſe can be admitted. Parents will tell us, that ſome 


children are ſo diſagreeable and vicious in their natural in- 


clinations, that they cannot love them; or if the fault is 
keeping them meanly clothed in comparifon of the reſt of 
their family, and giving them more ſervile employment, 


they will ſay that it ſuits their inclination, and there is no 
getting them to do otherwiſe. But the difference, if there 


is any, for moſt part ariſes, not from any thing peculiarly 
wicked 1n the nature of the child ; but from the treatment 
of the parents, which is ſuited to produce a baſe and laviſh 
ſpirit ; and it is no uncommon thing, to ſee the neglected 
child poſſeſſed of more good ſenſe, and more amiable 2 
ſitions, than the reſt of the family. 

Parents may love their children in proportion to the 


goodneſs of their temper and conduct, without being guilty 


of partiality, which conſiſts in ſhowing an unjuſt and arbi- 
im i. . 
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trary preference. If the encouragement you give them is 
always according to their good behaviour, you cannot be 
conſidered as partial; but this is quite conſiſtent with a- 
voiding all ſuch treatment as would make any of them deſ- 
pair of obtaining your approbation, or expoſe them to ill 
uſage from the reſt of your family. 

You have doubtleſs ſeen melancholy inſtances, both of 
neglected children, who were broken hearted, and rendered 
unfit for any purpoſe of life, or rouſed to the higheſt pitch 
of indignation and reſentment; and of favourites, who were 


| haughty, overbearing, and petulent. Obſerve then the bad 


effects of partiality, and be careful to avoid i it in its * be- 


ginnings . 


HAvING thus explained the prohibition, and ſhowed what 
ſort of conduct parents ought to avoid in the treatment of 
their children, we now proceed, 

II. To explain and enforce the commandment to © bring 
up your children in the nurture of the Lord.” 

To nurture ſignifies to educate, train, or bring up; and 
when we take it in a large ſenſe, this includes chaſtiſement, 
which is a neceſſary part of the education of children. The 
word tranſlated nurture is the ſame with that uſed in the 
twelfth chapter of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, which is 
tranſlated chaftiſement, and is explained by another term 
which ſignifies to ſcourge ; it literally ſignifies the diſcip- 
line of children. My fon, deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening 
« of the Lord—for whom the Lord loveth he chafteneth, 
and ſcourgeth every ſon whom he receiveth. If ye endure 
© chaftening, God dealeth with you as with ſons : for what 
** fon is he whom the father cha/teneth not? but if ye be 
„without chaſtiſement, whereof all are partakers, then are 
ye baſtards and not ſons.” This commandment therefore 
implies neceſſary diſcipline and chaſtiſement, and the Apoſtle 
calls it the diſcipline of the Lord, that diſciphne which he 
commands in his word, which he exemplifies. in his con- 
duct towards his own children, and which he hath appoint. 
ed for gracious and wiſe purpoſes. Parents are alſo com- 


manded to continue in this diſcipline with conſtancy and 
| | B y 
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perſeverance, for he ſays, bring. them up in the nurture of 

the Lord. Thus they are called to educate and bring up 

their children in the fear of God, under a ſenſe of his au- 

thority, and as being accountable to him who will Judge 
and reward his ſervants. 


Trrs nurture or diſcipline of the Lord, in which parents 
are commanded to bring up their children, is exceetlingly 
neceſlary and beneficial, and ſuited to the ſtate of childhood, 
It is often recommended, the reaſons for it aſſigned, and its 
good effects deſcribed in the Book of Proverbs, as in the fol- 
lowing paſſages. „% Fooliſhneſs is bound in the heart of a 
& child, but the rod of correction ſhall drive it far from 
“ him.“ Withhold not correction from the child; for if 
* thou beateſt him with the rod he ſhall not die. Thou 
© ſhalt beat him with the rod, and deliver his ſoul from 
„hell. The rod and reproof give wiſdom, but a child 
1% left to himſelf bringeth his mother to ſhame. Correct 
„ thy ſon, and he ſhall give thee reſt: yea, he ſhall give 
„delight unto thy ſoul. Chaſten thy ſon while there is 
< hope, and let not thy ſoul ſpare for his crying. He that 
<< ſpareth his rod hateth his ſon ; but he — loveth him 
6 chaſteneth him betimes. * 


| From theſe exhortations of the wiſe man, it appears, that 
reproofs and chaſtiſement are abſolutely neceſſary, on ac- 
count of that fooliſhneſs which is bound in the hearts of chil- 
dren. By fooliſhneſs we are not to underſtand merely the 
want of wiſdom, which is not to be expected at an early pe- 
riod of life, though this is a good reaſon for having children 
under authority and government. They ought to be en- 
tirely regulated by the will of their parents, while they 
have not underſtanding to govern themſelves. But fool- 
iſhneſs, in the language of ſcripture, often means ſinfulneſs; 
either the corrupt diſpoſition of the heart, or wicked prac- 
tices: and this expreſſion ſeems to be uſed by Solomon, to 


Prov. xxii. 15. 1 Prov. xxiii. 13, 14. Prov. xxix. 15, 17. 
Prov. xix. 18. $ Prov, xiii. 24. | 
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denote the ſinful bias of the human heart. We ſoon diſcern 


in children, evident marks of that corrupt nature which 
they derive from Adam: pride, malice, deceit, revenge, 
and other wicked diſpoſitions, appear in them almoſt as ſoon 
as they can ſpeak. Many ſhow themſelves at a very early 
period, impatient of reſtraint, unwilling to ſubmit to the 
authority of their parents, and exceedingly defirous not 
only to be their on maſters, but to have the aſcendency 
over all around them. It is on theſe accounts that the rod 
of correction is neceſſary, for it cannot be properly applied 
unleſs with a view to deliver from ſinful practices, or ſuch 
diſpoſitions as would lead to theſe, when they come to be 
poſſeſſed of reaſon and reflection. 


Tux end that San propoſes is to drive this fooliſhneſs 
far from him; which does not imply that we have it in our 
power to root out the ſinfulneſs and corruption that is na- 
turally in the hearts of our children. It is the province of 
God alone to change the heart, and unleſs he interpoſe in 
the riches of his mercy, it muſt remain alienated from him. 
„The carnal mind,” ſays the Apoſtle, © is emnity againſt 
„God, fer it is not ſubject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can be. . But we have it in our power to reſtrain 
children, and to prevent much evil that would otherwiſe 
take place. We can drive away their ſtubborneſs and ſelf. 
will, and make them pliable and ſubmiſſive. We can ſhow 
them the evil of falſehood, puniſh them for it, and learn 
them to ſpeak truth. And we can train them to habits of 
induſtry and ſobriety, and make them decent and reſpeQable 
members of ſociety. 

All this is ſurely tobe expected from the exerciſe of proper 
authority, for the word of God declares, that . the rod of 
correction ſhall drive fooliſhneſs far from the heart of the 
child ;“. that if thou beateſt him with the rod, he ſhall 
not die;“ and that you will thus © deliver his ſoul from 
hell, or ſave him from deſtruction and miſery. And 
the happineſs and comfort ariſing to 2 parent from a con- 

* Rom. viii. Te 
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ſclentidus diſcharge of his duty in \ this particular, is expreſ. 
fed in very lively terms ; © he ſhall give thee reſt : yea, 
« he ſhall give delight unto thy ſoul.” On the other hand, 

the fatal conſequence of neglecting this ſalutary diſcipline, 
is pointed out in theſe N as child left to himſelf be. 
« eth his mother to ſhame.” 


WHEN theſe things are duly daes we will ſee the 
juſtice and propriety of the rule that Solomen lays down 
for judging of the love and hatred of parents, He that 
« ſpareth his rod hateth his ſon; but he that loveth him 
4 chaſteneth him betimes.” Is it any evidence that you 
love your ſon, when you give full ſcope to his natural folly. 
and wickedneſs, and permit him to die, without uſing the 
means that God hath appointed to. ſave his ſoul from hell? 
It muſt be a falſe love indeed, that produces ſuch hurtful 
conſequences 1 in relation to its objects, and thoſe who ima- 
gine that every kind of fooliſh indulgence is an evidence of 
parental affection, muſt be greatly deceived. | 


THERE is another thing contained in theſe exhortations of 
Solomon, which deſerves your particular attention. He 
ſpeaks of chaſtening betimes, and while there is hope, This 
implies that delays are dangerous, and that the time may 
come when your fon will be paſt remedy, and no hope wilt 
remain of doing him any good by chaſtiſement. We may 
either conſider this, as a call to parents to begin this diſcip- 
line at an early period of life, or to check every vice 1n its 
firſt beginnings, and never to dehay uſing the remedy till 
the diſeaſe becomes incurable. Every thing gains ſtrength 
by habit, and a bad practice from which a child might have 
been eaſily delivered, if proper methods had been taken with 

him at firſt, will, by frequent repetition, gain ſuch aſcenden- 
cy over him, that all attempts to reclaim him will be to no 
purpoſe. This laft explanation includes the former, for if 
it is neceſſary, in order to prevent the overpowering influ« 
ence of any particular bad habit, to chaſten your ſon betimes; 
it muſt be equally neceſſary, to have your authority pro- 


perly eſtabliſhed at an early period, that you may prevent, 
zs much as poſſible, all bad habits, and then you will be 
aved the more difficult taſk of attempting to cure them. 

If parental authority anſwers any good purpoſe, it muſt 
de admitted, chat the ſooner it takes place it will be the 
nore beneficial to children. In this way alſo it will be 
more eaſily eſtabliſhed, and children who have been thus 
trained from their 8 will find it quite natural, when 
mey grow up, to yield ſubmiſſion and obedience. They 
will not even be able to remember a time when it was other- 
wiſe, or be ſenſible of any reſtraint which they did not al- 
ways feel. 


Troven it appears from what has been ſaid, that it is 
the indiſpenſible duty of parents to uſe the rod of correc- 
tion, and that the Lord hath appointed it for wiſe and be- 
neficial purpoſes, yet it ought not to be too frequently uſed, 


f tion is often worſe than none at all; if it does not o- 

rercome the perverſeneſs of your child, he gains a new 
I zſcendency over you every time that you correct him; 
: and blows, by frequent repetition, will become ſo cuſtomary 
1 to him, that he will not much regard them, provided he 
2 can retain his own humour, and do as he pleaſes. This 
4 has rather a tendency to debaſe the mind, and to eradicate 


all ſenſe of ſhame, which is one of the ſtrongeſt natural 


24 principles that can be ſuppoſed to operate on the minds of 


1 children. There are many other methods of correcting their 
1 faults, and though Solomon repeatedly ſays the ſtrongeſt 
0 things in favour of the rod of correction, he ſurely does not 

intend that parents ſhould be always beating their children. 
oh He mentions reproof as well as the rod, when he ſays, * The 
h rod and reproof give wiſdom. Let chaſtiſement there- 
n WW fore be the laſt thing, and be ſure that you accompliſh in 
yy ſome meaſure the end you have in view, though this ſhould 
1 occaſion a very conſiderable degree of ſeverity 


There is certainly an impropriety in uſing harſh me- 


4 THE NURTURE OF THE LORDS = 19 


1 + 
* f 3 
_ * 
* 
N * p, ” _ N ” 5 
— —. xx. ͤ —§v82—— .. ĩↄ er EEE re EC ˙ re TONER PR... 
« 4.» y ; 

I „„ 

* 2 8 . = 
7 Wr 
_— — * IS . 2 
7% Ce 3 — * 
= : | | D — Le. — . ICbtre + oa - - 
* . Wy © D =_ 


otherwiſe it will defeat its own end. Injudicious correc- 


thods on every triflin g occaſion, and the material faults of 
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which children can be guilty are but few, if they are un- 


der any proper management. The greateſt of theſe is con. 
tempt of authority, or avowed oppoſition to it. This in x 
family is like rebellion in a ſtate, and muſt on no acconnt 


be permitted. The reaſon is plain, becauſe it is an inlet to 


every kind of wickedneſs; for whenever you loſe your au- 
thority, they are no longer under any reſtraint, and may 
follow their natural inclinations with impunity. Lying is 
another crime that ought to be ſtrictly attended to, and ſe- 
verely puniſhed; If we add to theſe, ſome inſtances of 
malice, injuſtice, and profanity, few things elſe can be ſup- 
poſed to occur, that will juſtify uſing violent meaſures with 
children. Other things may be ſet to rights by gentler 
methods, which ought always, if poſſible, to be preferred. 


Bur while I would guard you againſt every needleſs and 
unjuſtifiable uſe of the rod of correction, allow me on the 
other hand, to entreat you with the greateſt earneſtneſs, to 
keep up a uniform, and unceaſing authority. Never yield 
it, not even in the moſt trifling matter, for it is not yours 
to yield. God hath committed to you this authority, for the 


reaſons that have been mentioned; and if you allow your 


children to wreſt it from you, and thereby ruin themſelves, 
you do ſo at your peril. In this way parents ought to pre- 
vent the diſagreeable neceſſity of coming to extremities, 
and it is far eafier to maintain always a proper degree of 
authority, than to regain it when it is loſt, It may beex- 
erciſed with gentleneſs and moderation, if it is conſtant and 
uniform; but when you allow your children to contradi& 
you, let the occaſion of this be what it will, you muſt ei- 


ther agree to loſe your authority altogether, or uſe a vaſt 


deal more ſeverity. A look or a word in the one caſe, 
will have more influence than many blows in the other. A 
ſmall degree of inattention alſo will make youloſe your autho- 
rity, for children know well how far their ſuperiors are 
determined to keep them in ſubjection, and take every op- 
portunity of flackening the reins : no intermiſſion therefore 
can be allowed in this particular. Conſider well before you 
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give any abſolute command, if the thing is right, and of 
ſuch importance as to require your attention; for though 
you muſt not yield on any occaſion, yet the beſt way to 
maintain eonſtant authority, is ſeldom to interpoſe it, and 
when you do, to ſtand to it invariably, and in * a way 

28 to ſhew that you muſt be obeyed. 

I do not ſpeak here of unreaſonable, wad far leſs of fin- 
ful commands, from which parents ought certainly to re- 
cede ; though it is proper on theſe occaſions alſo, that they 
ſhould make their children underſtand, that they yield not 
to them, but to a ſenſe of - duty, Nor do I wiſh to carry 
it ſo far as to ſay that parents may not be led frequently to 
do otherwiſe than they intended, through importunity and 
other cauſes ; but whenever there is any expreſs command- 
ment on your part, and a refuſal on your ſon's, the queſtion 
is at iſſue whether you ſhall be ſubje& to him, or he to 
you; and the impropriety of hazarding a deciſion againſt 
yourſelves, is too 2 to need any illuſtration. 


We mall mel this ene with anſwers to a few 
objections. 

SOME of you may be ready to ſay, perhaps, that your 
children are too young to be brought under authority, and 
it will be time enough ſome years hence to uſe the rod of 
correction. But you will find yourſelves in a very diſa- 
greeable and hopeleſs ſituation, as to any ſervice you can 
do to your children, if you always maintain that they are 
too young, till they make you know that they are too old, to 
be ſubject to your authority; and in the way that ſome peo- 
ple reckon, ſcarce a ſingle day intervenes between theſe two 
periods, We have already noticed ſome of the advantages 
ariſing from early diſcipline, and all that is further ne- 
ceſſary, is to mention how ſoon it ought to take place. 
When you are ſure that a child underſtands what you ſay 
to him, and when he gives evident marks of reſiſting au- 
thority, by intentionally doing what you prohibit, there is 
not the ſmalleſt doubt that he is capable of ſubjection. Vet 


the folly of ſome parents is ſo great, as to lead them to exe 
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cuſe the untowardneſs of their children, as if they wem 


not come the length to underſtand iat ſubjection means, 
at the very time that they are acting in oppoſition to their 


commands, and telling them in plain terms that they mean 
to do ſo. It is ſurely impoſſible in the nature of things, 
that a child ean thus gain an afcendency over his parents; 
and yet be incapable of yielding ſubjection, fot this'would 
imply that he has more ſagacity than they, while the 
want of underſtanding i is the excuſe that is pleaded for him. 

This is all that you have to conſider in regard to the 
time of beginning the exerciſe of authority, for no ſeverity 
can be neceſfary till there i is fome appearance of refiſtance, 
and this may be ſooner or latter according to the various 
difpoſitions of children. But any child may arrive at a de- 
gree of obſtinacy and perverfenefs, before he is two years 
of age, which it will be exceedingly difficult to overcome; 
and though his parents may not then difcern it, they will 


afterwards complain that he is untraQable and vicious, and 


that all their attempts to reclaim him are ineffectual, while 


they do not confider that this is the fruit of their own fooliſh 


indulgence, and miſtaken tenderneſs. 


I DoVBT not you will alſo object, that ſuch ſtrict diſcipline 


will have a tendency to make your children unhappy. And 


It muſt be admitted that the due exerciſe of authority will 
frequently give them pain; but this is what the Lord in- 
tends, and had in view when he ſaid, ** Let not thy ſoul 


_ «« ſpare for his crying ;” and to balance this, the advantages 
ariſing from chaſtiſement are preſented to your view, and 
frequently repeated. His commandment to uſe the rod, 15 
therefore a merciful commandment j it occaſions no uneaſi- 


neſs but what is ſalutary, no temporary crying but what 
will iſſue in the permanent good of your children. 


It is however a miſtake to imagine, that the ſtricteſt diſ- 
cipline which the word of God enjoins, wilk upon the whole 


be productive of more pain and diſtreſs, than too much in- 
dulgence. A child who is in uſe to have all his inclinations 
gratified, will become peeviſh and fretful; his deſi res art 
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det; and the moſt affectionate mother will often find 
it utterly impoſlible to ſatisfy him. Children thus indulged 
muſt be unhappy; they get every thing they chuſe to cry. 
for, and therefore they cry almoſt inceſſantly till they are 
four or five years of age. This is ſurely a melancholy cir- 
cumſtance, and the more ſo, that it ariſes from an ill-di- 
reſted tenderneſs and compaſſion, which is anxious for their 
welfare, but knows not how to accompliſh it. Make it an 
variable rule, as ſoon as your children underftand what 
you ſay, never to give them any thing for crying. Whether 
it ariſes from a peeviſh, or an imperious diſpoſition, they 
ought equally to be refiſted ; and if you. do ſo, they will 
ſoon refrain from all unneceſſary crying. Even in times of 
fckneſs, when they mult be treated with more than ordi- 
nary compaſſion, you increaſe their fretfulneſs by too ma- 
ny compliances. On theſe occaſions it is much in their fa- 
your that they ſhould be pliable and ſubmiſſive; and hat- 
erer indulgence their ſituation may require, you, and not 
they, ought to be judges of this. I cannot therefore ſee the | 
propriety of making this an excuſe for the want of  ſubjec+ 
tion in children. 

As mothers are generally moſt to blame i in this fooliſh 
and hurtful indulgence, and often perſiſt in it amidſt the 
remonſtrances of their huſbands ; I would entreat them to 
conſider, if they are not under a greater obligation to 
pleaſe their huſbands, than to fariofy the unreaſonable cla- 
murs of their children, 


I SHALL only a notice of another objection, which i is, 
that you may be in danger of making your children hate 
you, if you ſhould ſtrictly adhere to the ſevere diſcipline 
that has been recommended. Parents ought certainly to 
guard againſt every thing of this Kind, and I apprehend 
this will be ſufficiently done by attending to what was ſaid 
on the prohibition in the text. But the word of God de- 
clares, that true parental affection leads to the diſcipline 
which we have inculcated; and it is not ſo difficult as ſome 
may imagine to convince children of this, and to make 
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them ingenuouſly acknowledge the evil of their conduct, 
and what it deſerves. At any rate, when they come to 
the years of diſcretion, they will be fully ſenfible that all 
our conduct was dictated by love, and will then be more 
grateful for our feverity than our indulgence. | 
On the other hand, - fondneſs does not produce any wle 
permanent regard; indeed a child who has never been uſed 
to any contradiction, can ſcarce be expected to love any 
one but himſelf. He often tramples on his fond and doat- 
ing mother, and ſhews how little he values all her tender. 
nefs. Indulgence muſt ſtop ſomewhere, and then imme. 


diately reſentment begins on the part of the child: you have 
gone too far to convince him that love obliges you now ta 


alter your tone, * thus you inſure his in- will and . 


Bor that which ought to ſatisfy the minds of Chriftians, 
and ſilence all their objections, is the conſideration of the 
aythority of God in this matter. You cannot think your- 
ſelves at liberty to object againſt a divine commandment, 
or to ſuppoſe that any bad conſequences can ariſe from o- 
beying it, for we are only miſerable when we 462 in 2 1 10 
fition to the law of God. | 


And ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath ; But bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


W. have ea ag n a the ny 9 
and the commandment to bring up our children in the nur- | 
ture of the Lord. The next thing propoſed was, £56 off 1 


III. To explain and enforce the rommandment, to n 
them up in the admonition of the Lord. mom 


Tus is a very extenſive n and all of us who 
have children committed to our care muſt be conſcious of 
much imperfection, and many ſhortcomings, in our atten» 
tion to this precept. Admonition ſignifies teaching or in- 
ſtructing them. It alſo implies exhortation, caution, and 
reproof; and ſuppoſes that Chriſtians are much concerned 
about their children, and not only teach them, but enforce 
their inſt ructions by all the arguments and motives that 
can have influence upon their minds, 

The Apoſtle calls it the admonition of the Lord, or the ad- 
monition which he enjoins in his word. This leads believ- 
ing parents to confider it as enforced upon them by Divine 
authority, not only in this paſſage, but in other parts of 
the Scripture for it neceſſarily follows from this epithet be. 
ing given to it, that God had formerly commanded the ſame 
thing, and that the precepts relating to this ſubject, which 
he had given in former times, were now binding on Chriſ- 
tian parents. The ſame obſervation alſo applies to what 
he calls the nurture or diſcipline of the Lord; and from this 
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it appears, that believers of the Goſpel are ſtill ſubje& to 


the precepts of the Old Teſtament, except in ſo far as they 
are expreſsly ſet aſide by the New Teſtament revelation, or 
were merely typical of the good things which are now 
come. 

The admonition of the Lord implies further, that all the 
inſtructions and exhortations of parents muſt be exactly con- 
formable to the word of God. The ſubject matter of your 
admonition is not left to your choice, nor are you to he 
guided in this by the maxims or cuſtoms of worldly men. 
The rule which the Lord hath given you for the regulation 
of your oven temper and conduct, ought to guide you in all 
the admonitions that you give to your children, and you 
muſt teach them nothing that is, in any _—_ enen 0 


the 38 of the Goſpel, 


A GREAT variety of particulars are included in this ad. 
monition, but they may be all comprehended under theſe 
two heads, Admonition as it relates to the condu of child- 
ren as members of ſociety, or in regard to the things of 
this preſent world, —And as it has a reſpect to the knoye- 
tedge of the Goſpel, and the concerns of religion. Thefe 
two are clearly diſtinguiſhable, for though the things which 
fall to be mentioned under the firſt head, are evidently the 


duty of believers of the Goſpel; and when they act ſuitable 


to their character and privileges, they will be uſeful mem- 


ders of ſociety, and conſider every thing in which they are 


engaged as a part of their religion; yet it is one thing to be 
a Chriſtian, and another thing to act a decent and becoming 
part in life. The former cannot be ſuppoſed without the 
latter, but the latter may without the former. In the ſe- 
quel of theſe diſcourſes you will ſee ſufficient reaſon for 
making this diſtinction, which Jam anxious to preſerve, 
though I do not intend to be over ſcrupulous in claſſing the 


various particulars. 


I ſhall begin with what relates to the conduct of your 


children as members of ſociety. There are ſome profeſſing 
Chriſtians, who would be thought too religious to pay any 
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attention to matters of this kind. All that they want is to 
make their children religious, and this they will have them 
to be at any rate, vainly imagining that they have it in their 


power to teach them the true knowledge of. the grace of 
God, and to make them Chriſtians. And on the other hand, 


they do not properly take into their view, that every com- 
mendable part of a perſon's conduct, which relates even to 


the moſt ordinary concerns of this life, would be real reli. 
gion, if he were animated by the principles and motives 
which lead the people of God to glorify his name in all-their 
actions. It can admit of no doubt, that parents are obliged 
to give their children every ſort of admonition, that has 
any tendency to promote either-their temporal, or ſpiritual 
happineſs; and much inſtruction is neceſſary, reſpecting 
their good behaviour as members of ſociety. I ſhall men- 
tion a few of what I conceive to be the leading things. 


, LEARN them a kind, reſpectful, and difcreet- beha- 
viour to all men. I will not here ſpeak of ſuperiors, infe- 


riors, and equals, as is commonly done; for children have 


no inferiors. Any ſuperiority that they may be ſuppoſed 
to derive from birth, ſtation, or other external circumſtan- 


ces, is of little conſequence in itſelf; they ſhould not be 


taught to value themſelves on .account of ſuch things; and 
the diſtin tion between a man and a child, of which every 
one is conſcious, - undoubtedly calls for ſubmiſſion and re- 
ipect on the part of the latter. | 
This kind of admonition will neither appear to you un- 
aeceſlary in itſelf, nor too extenſive in its application, when 
you conſider that Chriſtians are commanded to be courteous *, 
or diſcreet, affable, and obliging; that gent/ene/s is enume- 
rated among the fruits of the ſpiritf, and this as diſtinguiſh- 
ed from love, peace, long-ſuffering, and goodneſs, mult re- 
fer to the manner of our behaviour, or the outward expret- 
tons of a humble, kind, and beneficent heart; and alſo, that 
we are commanded to * honour all men,“ and to be 
gentle, ſhowing all meekneſs unto all men ||.” 
tf Gal, v. 22. Tit. iii. 2. 


Pet. ili. 8. 11 Pet. ii % 
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This courteouſneſs, gentleneſs, and reſpectful cat: age, 
mbich it is our duty to ſhow to one another, and to all men, 
ought to be the natural effuſion of the heart, proceeding! not 
merely from a deſire to pleaſe, but from genuine love and 
humility; and in this reſpect it is diſtinguiſhed from that 
politeneſs which takes place in the world. While therefore 
at is your duty to teach your children to be reſpectful, and 
courteous, in their carriage and manner of ſpeaking, you 
ought to pay more attention to the ſpirit, than to the out- 
ward form, of what we call good breeding. The form is 
alſo neceſſary, but it will be very unnatural, as well as by- 
pocritical, if they are conſtrained to it; whereas, if you in- 
culcate a kindly, affable, and ſubmiſſive diſpoſition, this, 

with the example of others, will diſpoſe them to behave 
with propriety, though you ſhould never command them to 
make any obeiſance, unleſs when they do it chearfully. 
They muſt not be allowed to contradict any perſon, becauſe 
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this is totally inconſiſtent with that humility and ſelf diffi. f 
dence which becomes them; and if they are not carefully { 
checked in every thing of this *. they will become im- 
pꝓudent and un governable. | 1 


te be next d Seen in their. m WM « 
and to attend to order and regularity in the management 


_ 7 
of all their little concerns, You muſt not underſtand me 7 
as recommending finery of dreſs, or leading you to give te 
any countenance to the natural pride and vanity of their fo 


minds, in relation to external ornaments, What I have in 6 
view is a thing altogether different from this, which is ra 
conſiſtent with the greateſt ſobriety and decency of charac- du 
ter, while it is often totally wanting in thoſe who are gi- w. 
ven to ſhow and extravagance. Nel 
| The word of God prohibits Chriſtian women from wear- of 
ing immodeſt, ſplendid, or coſtly apparel ; but it does not in 
| ſet aſide every ſort of ornament, for they are commanded 
| | | | to adorn themſelves in modeſt apparel, with ſhamefaced- | 
| Vaneſs and ſobriety:“ “ and thoſe who follow the ſcripture- 2 h 
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rule in theſe matters, are really moſt adorned; their ap- 


pearance is not only decent, but it is elegant and reſpect- | 
able, in proportion as they lay aſide the fooliſh ornaments 


of vanity, and adopt thoſe which are naturally dictated by 
modeſty and ſobriety. Every thing that is mean, deſpi- 
cable, and ſlovenly, is oppoſite to the ſpirit of the goſpel, _ 
as well as that which indicates pride, ambition, and vain 


glory. Teach your children, therefore, to pay a becoming 


attention to their external appearance. You will find this 
intimately connected with a general decency of conduct; 
for children who are indifferent about every thing of this 
kind, are for the moſt part equally regardleſs of their cha- 
rafter in other reſpects: they care not how diſagreeable they 
make themſelves, or how little they ſhare the good opinion 
of thoſe whom they ought to eſteem, and thus may proceed to 
any kind of diſorderly conduct, without ſhame or uneaſineſs. 

Let them be trained to a regular way of conducting them- 
ſelves in every thing that is committed to their charge, not 
ſo much for the ſake of any inconvenience which their lit- 
tle improprieties may occaſion, either to themſelves or o- 


thers, as on account of the influence that ſuch things will 


undoubtedly have on their diſpoſitions and conduct, when 
they arrive at mature age. It 1s only 1n little. things that 
you can deal with children at all, but remember that in this 
way you form the man, which makes the moſt minute at- 
tention to the ſmalleſt things abſolutely neceſſary. The 
{cripture ſays that © a good man will guide his affairs with 
* diſcretion*;” and this is a very neceſſary part of his cha- 
racter, for he cannot otherwiſe have it in his power to in- 
dulge the goodneſs, or benevolence of his heart. If you 
would wiſh to ſee your children afterwards conduct them- 
ſelves in this way, lead them at an early period to a degree 
of order and difcretion, in managing ſuch concerns as are 
in themſelves of little or no conſequence. 


34, IT 1s a neceſſary part of this admonition to learn them 
2 habit of thinking. There are many grown up people who 
* Pſalm exii. 5, | | 
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do every thing at random, and ſeldom think deliberately on 
any thing they are to do or ſay. If they ſhould; happen at 


a time to do what is fit and becoming, it is rather by acci- 


dent than defign; and they are in perpetual confuſion and 


embarrafſm-nt, the one half of their time being ſpent in en- 
deayouring to rectifiy the blunders they have committed for 
want of thought. If you would not wiſh your children to 
behave in this manner, attend to the proper means for cor- 
recting it, before it is too late. They are naturally thought. 
leſs, and do every thing without conſideration, and this dif- 
poſition in them admits only of being cured by ſlow degrees. 
Oblige them often to think, and to weigh the conſequences 
of what they may do or ſay; what inconveniencies may oc- 
our from it to themſelves; how they may diſtreſs their pa- 


rents, and other relations; and what opinion they may ex- 


pect wiſe people to form of their conduct. Make them to 
underſtand the cauſes and connection of things, as they are 
able to bear it, and to know that the chief diſtinctien be- 
tween a wiſe man and a fool lies in this; the one thinks, 
and the other will not give himſelf the trouble to make uſe 
of that portion of underſtanding which God hath given him. 
Solomon hints at this when he ſays, © a fool uttereth all 
«+ his mind, but a wiſe man keepeth it in till afterwards*;” 
and ſo eſſential to wiſdom is this due conſideration about 
our words and actions, which admits not either of ſpeaking 
haſtily, or ſpeaking too much, that he ſuppoſes it will pro- 


eure even to a fool the reputation of wifdom+, while he re- 


preſents the oppoſite as a fure indication of folly. 

All of you muſt have obſerved, that a ſteady attention of 
mind, and a cautious thoughtful manner of conducting one's 
affairs, is more uſeful in the ordinary concerns of life, than 


the cleareſt judgment, and the brighteſt talents. Applica- 


tion and perſeverance will ſurmount the greateſt obſtacles, 
and ſupply the want of many other qualities. All your in- 
ſtructions, therefore, about the things of this life, are princi- 
paliy uſeful to your children, in proportion as they have 2 
tendency to make them think for themfelves. They wil 


Prov. xXXix. II. ＋ Prov. xvii, 28. t Ecel. v. 3 


V 


833 > of z * 
8 * 
IE · io 
— 8 * "pI" > 
88 +5 en - 
+ 8 
56 I 8 
* # 2 
. 


II. xx ADMONITION or THE LORD. 31 


learn more by their own obſervation and experience, when 


once they are led into a proper train, than they can poſſibly 
learn by all the theories you can inſtill into their minds. 
Much knowledge may often be poſſeſſed, without under- 
ſtanding how to make uſe of ity and in this caſe, it is ra- 


ther hurtful tins beneficial. 


4th, Tx Aon Wan children ſobriety, induſtry, and fruga- 
lity. This is neceſſary for your own intereſt, but much 


more ſo for their comfort and happineſs. If they are not 


taught to be moderate in their views, they will not be con- 
tent in any ſituation; and it is not any given number of 


compliances that will ſatisfy them, if you indulge them im- 
properly. This will only tend to enlarge their deſires, and 


your utmoſt endeavours to pleaſe them will be of no avail. 
I need not tell you how much the duty of ſobriety, in rela- 
tion to all the enjoyments of this life, 1s enforced upon 
Chriſtians in the word of God, and how ſuitable it is to the 
ſpirit of the Goſpel; for you are not ignorant of theſe things. 
But I may be allowed to remind you, that it is a neceſſary 
conſequence of a due regard to ſobriety in your own con- 
duct, to cheok the ambition, and criminal ſelf-indulgence 
of your children. 

Induſtry is nearly allied to ſobriety, for © he that is ſloth- 
« ful in his work is brother to him that is a great waſter *.“ 
Encourage your children to be always active and employed, 
and if you ſee any appearances of a ſauntering, vacant, and 
liſtleſs diſpoſition, uſe every proper mean to deliver them 
from it, as this will expoſe them to many temptations. It 
is of great advantage to young perſons, to be inured to la- 
bour and exertion, and never to wiſh any relaxation from 
it, but what is neceſſary for reſt and refreſhment. A dif- * 
poſition to active employment is inherent in moſt children, 
and though in their younger years it is chiefly occupied in 
childiſh amuſements, this contributes to their health and 
improvement in various reſpects; and if this active diſpoſi- 
tion were turned to uſeful purpoſes as they grow up, in an 


Prov. xviii. 9. 
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eaſy and agreeable way, they might in general be prevent. 
ed from giving themſclves up to idleneſs, and led to engage 
in neceſſary buſineſs, without any ſort of reluctance. In 
the Book of Proverbs, many things are ſaid in commenda- 


tion of diligence in the exerciſe of lawful callings, while 


oth and idleneſs are alſo condemned in the moſt ſevere and 


pointed terms; and in the New Teſtament, Chriſtians are 
commanded to labour working with their own hands, and 
to be not ſlothful in buſineſs, fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 


Lord *.“ 
In this induſtry, as it reſpects children, we molt include 


attention to neceſſary branches of learning, to which I do 


not think they ſhould be led in general by threatenings and 
puniſhments, but by making them conceive it to be a pri- 
vilege, and thus animating them to engage in all their ſtudies 
with a ready and chearful mind. Chaſtiſement for the ne- 
glect of this may be proper on ſome occaſions, but nothing 
will ſucceed that is uniformly carried on by force and con- 
ſtraint. 

Frugality is likewiſe intimately connected with tempe- 


rance and ſobriety, and is evidently the duty of Chriſtians: | 
not indeed that frugality which ariſes from a mean, ſordid, 


and covetous diſpoſition, but that which flows from the love 
of juſtice and mercy, and from a due conſideration of their be- 
ing © ſtewards of the manifold grace of God.“ We have the 
example of the Lord of the univerſe, commanding his dif- 
ciples, after he had fed five thouſand by a miracle, to ga- 
ther up the fragments that remained, that nothing might be 
oft. This ſurely will be a ſufficient argument with you, 
not to allow your children to waſte or deſtroy any of the 
bounties which the Lord in his providence hath conferred 
upon you, and to make every thing that is uſeful the ob- 


ject of their care, however ſmall it may be in value. If 


this is attended to, the reſt will follow of courſe. 


5th, WE ſhall mention here alſo, the neceſſity of teach- 
ing them truth, juſtice, and benevolence, You muſt all be 
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convinced of the great importance of theſe duties, and that 
we can have no pretenſions to Chriſtianity, unleſs we ex- 
emplify them in our own conduct. One would think the 
conſequence of this would naturally be a ſtrict attention to 
the conduct of our children in theſe particulars; yet experi- 
ence teaches us that this does not always follow. The faults: 
of children appear ſo trifling, and parents are diſpoſed to 
make ſo many allowances for them, that they are apt on 
ſome occaſions to palliate or diſregard the worſt of crimes. 
Remember however that falſehood is a crime, whether the 
thing to which it relates is trifling or important; that in- 
juſtice in the ſmalleſt matters, is an evil which will lead to 
more flagrant inſtances of the ſame kind, as opportunities 
occur; and that a child who will not ſhow mercy to his com- 
panion, or part with the ſmalleſt thing that he conccives to 
be his own, wall in all probability ſhow the ſame narrow 
ſcliſh diſpoſition when he arrives at manhood. If we would 
impreſs upon the minds of ohildren a proper ſenſe of moral 
good and evil, we muſt apply the principles that regulate 
our own conduct to the things with which they are conver- 
fant, and lead them to a correſponding practice, in all thoſe 
little matters which engroſs their attention, and agitate their 
paſlions. | D 1 6 5 


64, Pay the ſtricteſt attention to the company with 
which they aſſociate. I can ſcarce find words to expreſs 
the idea that I entertain of the importance of this direction; 
for unleſs you attend to it, all your other attempts to in- 
ſtruct and admoniſh your children will be of no conſequence 
whatever. The Apoſtle informs believers of the Goſpel, 
that * evil communications corrupt good manners*;” and if 
they are in danger from this quarter, what ſhall we ſay of 
children? If you allow them to have intercourſe and fami- 
liarity with wicked perſons, or if you are negligent in de- 
teting this, and do not watch over them with the utmoſt 
anxiety, when they are in any danger of falling into this 
are, they may be utterly ruined before you take the alarm. 


® 1 Cor. xv. 33. 
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Obſerve with what earneſt ſolicitude Solomon cautions. * 
gainſt this inſtuence; Enter not into the path of the wick. 
ed, and go not in the way of evil men. Avoid it, paſs 
not by it, turn from it, and paſs away; for they ſleep not 


„except they have done miſchief*,” Wc, He uſes a va- 
riety of expreſſions, to ſhow the imminent danger ariſing 


from ſuch a connection, and the neceſſity of watching againſt 


it. And though the principal thing intended in theſe words, 


mould be to diffuade us from having any connection with 


wicked men in committing iniquity, yet it will not be eaſy 
to ſhow how this can be avoided, while we make them our 
companions, and maintain an intimate correſpondence with 
them. 5 

In vain therefore do you expect that your children will 
profit by the beſt admonitions, if you ſuffer them to be ex- 
pofed to the influence of bad examples. They imitate al- 
moſt every thing that is ſaid or done in their preſence, and 
through the natural corruption of their hearts, the worſt 


examples often make the deepeſt impreſſion upon their 


minds. 
Theſe remarks will aa it evident alſo, that it is the 


daty of Chriſtians to pay attention to the conduct of their 


ſervants, and to avoid as much as poſſible, having any per. 
ſon under their roof, from whoſe example their children 


might be in danger. 


But as they cannot be altogether withheld ehem ſeeing 
the wickedneſs and profanity that takes place in the world, 
you muſt admonith them with the greateſt energy, to fol- 
low no example but what is good, that the miſcondu@ of 

others will be no excuſe to them, and even that they muſt 
not in all reſpects be guided by the en and advice of 
thoſe whom you eſteem. 

This leads me to make an obſervation on your behaviour 
to children who are not your own. There are many who 
fooliſhly imagine that they cannot be too kind and indul- 
gent to the children of their friends, and that the more 
they fawn upon them, and load them with n the 
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rents. This is a great miſtake. Is it any favour to over- 
load the ſtomachs of children, and injure their health, as is 
often done in ſuch caſes? Is it doing them eny good, to 


make them conſider their parents as leſs indulgent than 


you? Has not this an evident tendency to make them diſ- 
contented at home? And if you thus indulge them in the 
preſence, and in oppoſition ta the remonſtrances of their 
parents, is not this teaching them to make light of their 
authority? Children need to be cautioned _ the in- 
fluence of theſe 2 ee. 

th, You muſt not only ah your children, but 
take care that they reduce your admonitions to practice. 
Without this, little good can be expected to flow from the 
beſt inſtructions. Children cannot underſtand or remember 
2 variety of rules and precepts, but if you lead them to 
the conſtant practice of the duties which you wiſh to re- 


commend, they will underſtand them perfectly; and habit 


will have ſuch an influence, that things which appear diffi- 
cult at firft, will become quite eaſy and natural. We ſee 
the power of habit in the conduct of all men, it may be 
ſaid to govern the whole world, and has more influence on 
the conduct of mankind in general, than almoſt any prin- 
ciple we can name: we feel in many caſes that its ſway is 
Irreſiſtible, and children moſt of all are affected by it. 
The inclinations and propenſities of thoſe who are grown 
up 1n life, are generally ſuch as cuſtom has induced in their 
younger years. This attention to the conduct of your chil- 
dren, is evidently implied in bringing them up in the ad- 
monition of the Lord; for however you may inſtruct and 
reprove them, it is of no ſervice any further than as it af- 
fects their conduct; and if they are permitted to go aſtray, 
you bring them up, not in the admonition of the _—_ but 
in the ways of fin. 


INSTEAD of enlarging further on that kind of admonition 
which relates to the good behaviour of your children as 
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members of ſociety, I ſhall refer you to as Beek? of Pro | | 
verbs, which abounds with the moſt pointed and minute 

directions to perſons in every ſituation, how to regulate 
their conduct in all the concerns of this life. Apply theſe 
to your children, not merely in a doctrinal way, but train- 
ing them up in the practices recommended by the wiſe man; 
And 1 ſhall conclude this part of the ſubject, with an ob. 
ſervation on the moſt likely method of ans, © ana hw, 
monitions effectual. 

They ought to be enforced by ſuch motives as are + tel 
to affect the minds of children. It is your duty, as we 
ſhall preſently ſee, to inſtruct them in the knowledge of the 
Goſpel, the laws of Chriſt, and the motives which lead to 

the obedience of theſe laws; but while they are not con- 
verted to the faith by the power of God, we cannot expect 
that their conduct will be regulated by the motives of the 
Goſpel. It is neceſſary to ſet before them, in the moſt 

ſtriking and forcible manner, how much their own happi- 
neſs and comfort in this world, in various reſpects, is con- 
nected with their good behaviour; and particularly, to de- 
ter them from wicked practices by the ſhame and diſgrace 
which attends them, and to encourage them in their duty 
by repreſenting it as honourable and praiſe-worthy. If the 

prevalence of corruption has not already placed them be- 
yond the reach of every rational principle; you will find 
that nothing will have ſuch a powerful influence as the fear 
of ſhame, and the hope of applauſe; and parents ſhould 
make them feel the difference between a ſtate of favour and 
approbation when they do well, and the diſcredit which 
they bring upon themſelves when their conduct is blame- 

able. Even chaſtiſement will in a great meaſure loſe its 

effect, if they do not feel the ſhame that ought to reſult 
from it; and rewards for good behaviour will 'often do 
harm, if they are not given and received as tokens of 8 
general approbation of their conduct. 

Theſe natural principles are not evil in themſelves; they 
are regulated, but not ſet aſide by the Goſpel ; for though 

| Chriſtians act from much higher motives, and muſt obey I ' © 


len 


| Chriſt 5 in many things which will expoſe them to he con- 


tempt and hatred of the world; yet a regard to their cha- 
racter and reputation on juſt grounds, is not prohibited i in 
the word of God. Solomon affirms, that a good name is 
« better than precious ointment;“ and if this does not im- 
N ply an approbation of the ſentiment, I cannot ſee why the 
1 obſervation was made. Ch riſtians are obli ged to have ſome 
5 eye to the opinion and approbation of men, by | ſuch gene- 


ral exhortations as theſe; F inally, brethren, whatſoever 
things are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, (or yene- 
« rable,) whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever things are 
lovely, whatſoever things are of good report; if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praiſe, think on theſe 


« that are without, leſt he fall into reproach and the ſnare 
« of the devil.” t All pride, and vain glory, and every 
defire of pleaſing men that prevents us from ſeeking the. 
approbation of God, is undoubtedly oppoſite to the duty of 
Chriſtians ; but profeſſors of religion, who are entirely re- 
gardleſs of the opinion of the world, in relation to thoſe 
practical things of which all men are e Judges muſt be deſ- 
titute of the true fear of God. 


WE are now to ſpeak of the admonition of the Lord, as 
it relates to the knowledge of the Goſpel, and the concerns 
of religion. 


hould 


WP" This 1s infinitely more important than any 9 
3 that have for their object the tranſitory affairs of this pre- 


ent mortal ſtate, and above all other things deſerves to be 
called the admonition of the Lord. Yet there are, among 
profeſſing Chriſtians, too many who are negligent in the 
performance of this duty, and ſome who endeavour to eſ- 
tbliſh a religious principle againſt it, and conſider every 
Wing of this kind, as having a tendency to make children 
- they elf righteous and hypocritical ; as if we could not inſtru 
oth iem in the knowledge of free remiſſion through the blood 
obey i keel. vil. 1. + Phil. iv. 8. + Tim, iii. 7. 
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„things.“ T It is alſo one of the qualifications of a Chriſ- | 
tian teacher, that he ſhould have © a good report of them 
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of Chriſt; without leading them to depend on their own 
works, or ſpeak at all about the true profeſſion of his name, 
without cauſing them to make this profeſſion in hypocriſy, 

But, ſay they, Divine grace is ſovereign, the knowledge 
of it is altogether ſupernatural, and can only be communi. 
cated by the power of God, and the teaching of his Holy. 
Spirit ; therefore all our attempts are equally vain and fin- 
ful, for we have nothing in our power, and every exertion 
of this kind muſt proceed upon a denial of Divine ſove- 
reignty. Such ſentiments may confirm us in the perſua- 


ſion that the Lord acts as a Sovereign in conferring his 


grace, for thoſe who fully imbibe them ſeem not to par- 
take of it. But is it neceſſary to our holding the do&rine 


of Divine ſovereignty, that we ſhould hide from our chil- 


dren the riche and freedom of the mercy of God to fin- 


ners, and uſe no means to teach them the knowledge of 


Chriſt and his ſalvation? Then might we ſay that the 
very preaching of the Apoſtles was an open denial of what 
they taught, for they certainly declared to all men the glad 
tidings of ſalvation, * beſought them to be reconciled to 
God, and commanded them to believe the Goſpel, f and 
to repent and be converted that their ſins might be blotted 
out. || They had, it is true, an immediate commiſſion from 


the Lord Jeſus Chriſt thus to preach the Goſpel, and call 


men to repentance, but this does not change the nature of 


the thing: if the uſe of all ſuch means to enlighten finners 


in the knowledge of the truth, is oppoſite to the ſovereign- 
ty of Divine grace, the Apoſtles, above all others, would 
have avoided this, and conſequently they would not have 
publiſhed their teſtimony, nor preſſed it on the minds of 
unbelievers, as they frequently did; but muſt have left all 


in the hand of God, without any endeavours on their part 


to convince men either of their ſinful ſtate, or the way of 
obtaining deliverance from it. Such are the abſurdities in 
which people land themſelves * this falſe and deſtructive | 
Peng. 


* Rom. x. 10, 11, 12, 13, 18. Mark xvi. 15. + 2 Cor, v. 20. 
Ads xvi. 31. Ads iii. 19. | 
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Cnxtsrraxs are undoubtedly bound to teach their child. 
ten both the doctrines and duties of Chriſtianity. Were 
not Iſrael commanded to inſtruct their children in the know- 
ledge of what God had done for their fathers, and the laws 


and ordinances which he gave them to obſerve? Moſes en- 


joins this upon them in the moſt ſolemn way, when he ſays, 
„Take heed to thyſelf, and keep thy ſoul diligently, leſt 
« thou forget the things which thine eyes have ſeen, and 
« leſt they depart from thy heart all the days of thy life: 
ut teach them thy ſons and thy ſons ſons: eſpecially the 
day that thou ſtoodeſt before the Lord thy God in Ho- 
e reb, when the Lord ſaid unto me gather the people to- 
« gether, and I will make them hear my words, that they 
may learn to fear me all the days that they ſhall live upon 
the earth, and that they may teach their children*. A. 
gain he ſays, Therefore ſhall ye lay up theſe my words 
in your heart and in your foul, and bind them as a ſign 
i upon your hand, that they may be as frontlets between 
« your eyes. And you ſhall teach them your children, ſpeak- 
ing of them when thou fitteſt in thine houſe, and when 
thou walkeſt by the way, when thou lieſt. down, and when 
« thou riſeſt up+.” The Pſalmiſt Aſaph alſo declares that 
this was the practice among thoſe who feared God in Iſrael, 


and ſhows by what authority they were led to do ſo, in 


theſe words, I will open my mouth in a parable, I will 
_ * utter dark ſayings of old, which we have heard and known, 
and our fathers have told us. We will not hide them 
from their children, ſhowing to the generation to come 
the praiſes of the Lord, and his ſtrength, and his wonder- 
„ful works that he hath done. For he eſtabliſhed a teſti- 
* mony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Iſrael, which he 
 * commanded our fathers, that they ſhould make them 
** known to their children; that the generation to come 
might know them, even the children who ſhould be born, 
** who ſhould ariſe and declare them to their children; that 
** they might ſet their hope in God, and not forget the 

works of God, but keep his commandments: and might 


Deut. iv. 9, 10. + Deut. xi. 18, I9. 
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„not be as their fathers, a ſtubborn and rebellious gene- 
ration, a generation that ſet not their heart aright, and 

* whoſe ſpirit was not ſtedfaſt with God“. Hezekiah too, 
when under lively impreſſions of gratitude to God for his 
recovery from a dangerous diſeaſe, makes uſe of theſe em- 
phatical words, © The living, the living, he ſhall praiſe 
* thee as I do this day, the father to the children thall Wake 
* Enown thy truth +.” 


To theſe commandments and examples the Apoſtle ſeems 
to refer, when he calls the admonition of which we now 
ſpeak, the admonition of the Lord; and will any of us ſay 
that we are leſs bound to teach our children than the ſons 
of Jacob were, whom God redeemed out of the houſe of 
bondage? Are the things that he hath done for us of leſs 
1mportance, or the motives that he hath given us to obey 
him leſs powerful and conſtraining? Think of the great ſal- 
vation which God hath wrought for us, and which we pro- 
feſs to enjoy, the means by which it is accompliſhed, and 
the glorious hope to which we are raiſed; and then fay if 
we ought not to conceive our obligations to be as much 
ſtronger than thoſe laid upon the ancient people of God, as 


the ſalvation conferred upon us is greater. 


Wr can only give a ſhort ſketch of the things which you 
are called to teach them. Begin with the creation of the 
world and of man, and without attempting any abſtract de- 
finition of the perfections of God, which you cannot under- 


ſtand any more than they, give them fome idea of his wiſ- 


dom, power, and goodneſs, as theſe appear in the works of 
creationf. Endeavour to impreſs upon their minds a ſenſe 
of their dependence upon the Great Jehovah, as their crea- 
tor and preſerver, and the obligations under which they are 


laid by his conſtant loving kindneſs and mercy, in provid- 
ing for all their wants{. Inform them of the fall of man, 


and the miferies which it entails; that the world is curſed 


® Pſalm lxxviii. 2,—9. FT II. xxxvili. 19. 
4 Pialm. xix 1,—7. If. xl. 12, to the end. Rom. i. 19, 20. 
$ Pſalm, Ixv. 5, to the end. Pſalm, cvii. Acts xiv. 17. 
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on account of the fin of man, that diſeaſes and death are the 
conſequences of the firſt tranſgreſſion, and that all the poſ- 
terity of Adam inherit from him a corrupt nature. Give 
them ſome account of the conduct of God to his ancient 
people, and the various things that befel them in Egypt, in 
the wilderneſs, and in the promifed land; to which they 
may at firſt attend merely as hiſtorical facts, and you can 
afterwards inſtruct them as to the deſign of God in the whole 
of his procedure towards that people; that the Meſſiah was 
to ſpring from them, and that they and their temple, altar, 
ſacrifices, prieſts, prophets, kings, Wc. were all typical of 
good things to come. Make them acquainted with the pro- 
miſes concerning the ſeed of the woman who was to bruife 
the head of the ſerpent}, the ſeed of Abraham in whom all 
nations were to be bleſſed, the ſeed of David who was to 
be David's Lord as well as his ſon d, and to fit upon the 
throne of his kingdom for ever|]. Call their attention to 
the minute deſcription that is given by the prophets, of the 
character of the Meſſiah, his Divine Majeſty and glory, his 
mean appearance, the work that he was to accompliſh, and 
the particular circumftances which they foretel concerning 
his incarnation, life, death, reſurrection, and following 
glory. | 

Lead them to confider the exact fulfilment. of theſe pro- 
miſes, in the coming of the Meſſiah, in all that he did him- 
ſelf, and in all that was done to him by his greateſt ene- 
mies **; that after ſuffering the contempt and perſecution of 
men, during a life of the deepeſt ſorrow and affliction, 
which was ſpent in doing good, preaching the goſpel, and 
confirming his doctrine by miraculous works, he died up- 
on the croſs I as an atoning ſacrifice for the fins of men, 
that he roſe again from the dead on the third day, giving 
the moſt complete evidence of the truth of his own teſti- 


Gen. iii. 6, 37, . 10). 40 Rom. v. 12, to the end. Pſalm. Ii. F. 
Eph. ii. 1, 2, E 


f Gen. iii. 15. t Gen. zxviil. 14. $ Pſalm- cx. I. 
2 Sam. vii. 13, 16. ** Luke xxiv. 25, 26, 27, 44, 45, 46. 
Acts xiii. 27, 29. | | 


f AGEs ii. 22, 23, and x. 38, 39. Heb. ix. 26, 28. 
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dignity of his perſon, and the perfection of his atone- 
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mony, and that of the prophets, concerning the infinite 


ment which pleaſes God“; that he is now: aſcended to 


the throne of his glory, and repentance and remiſſion of 


fins are preached in his name unto all nations, while the 
fulleſt aſſurance is given that he that believeth ſhall be ſay. 
ed, and he that believeth not ſhall be damned . Point out 


to them the great and ineſtimable bleſſings which we ob- 


tain through the death of Chriſt; the forgiveneſs of ſins, 
peace with God, the Spirit of adoption, deliverance from 
the power of ſin, and the hope of the reſurrection of the 
dead and eternal glory f. Inform them alſo of the ſecond 


coming of Jeſus Chriſt, and the important tranſactions 


which will then take place; that he will come in his glory, 
and all the holy Angels with him, and will then fit upon 
the throne of his glory, that all nations ſhall be-gathered 
before him, and he will judge them according to their 
works, for the wicked ſhall go away into everlaſting pu- 
niſhment, but the righteous into life eternal g. 

Theſe things ought to be ſet before them, not merely in 
a doctrinal way, but as matters in which they are moſt 
deeply intereſted. When they are capable of committing 
actual fin, tell them plainly of their miſerable ſituation as 
tranſgreſſors of the Divine law, and under its curſe, re- 
preſenting to them their abſolute need of ſalvation through 


the blood of Chriſt, and the impoſſibility of obtaining deli- 


verance from the wrath to come in any other way. Urge 
this unon their conſciences, by ſhowing them the extent of 
the law of God, and their many deficiencies in that per- 
fe& love to God and their neighbour which the law re- 
quires. Speak to them of the riches of Divine mercy diſ- 
played in Chriſt, and the ſuitableneſs and all-ſufficiency of 
his finiſhed work to heal their ſouls, and give them peace 
with God, informing them that the Goſpel is preached to 
every creature without exception, that it ſuits the caſe of 

Luke xxiv. 26, 46. Acts ii. 24—37. Rom. 1.4. 1 Pet. i. 21. 

+ Luke xxiv. 47. Acts. xiii, 38, 39, 46, 47, 48. 


I Rom iii. 24. and v. 1, 2, 3. and vi. 14. and Ch, viii. throughout. 
$ Mat, xxv. 31, 32, 46. : 


43 
the moſt guilty and deſpairing, of which you can produce 
many inſtances from the New Teſtament, and that no works 
or exertions are neceſſary on their part, to put them in poſ- 
ſeſllon of the benefits of the death of Chriſt, for the work 
which juſtifies the ungodly is already finiſhed, and ſinners 
obtain an intereſt in it zhrough faith, in oppoſition to being 
juſtified by the deeds of the law. | 

Lead them alſo to conſider the practical an of the 
truth on thoſe who believe it; that the word of God, when 
it is received, muſt neceſſarily comfort, and ſanctify, and 
bring forth fruit, and that every profeſſion of faith in 
Chriſt, aſide from this, is vain and hypocritical, for he 
ſays, © by their fruits ye ſhall know them. Not every 

« one that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
kingdom of heaven, but he that doth the will of my Fa- 
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„ether who is in heaven f.“ 


This inftruQion will be beſt communicated, by 2 
them what effects the Goſpel produced on thoſe who firſt 
believed it. They were turned from darkneſs unto light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God f. The word of 


truth, accompanied by the Divine energy of the Holy Spi- 


rit, reached their ſouls, overcame all their enmity, and 
made them ſubje& to the Prince of Peace. Thoſe who were 
converted by the preaching of the Apoſtles, were immedi - 
ately baptized as a public teſtimony of their faith in God, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, into whoſe name 
they were baptized ; and particularly their faith in Chriſt, 
their enjoyment of the bleſſings purchaſed by his death, 
and their ſubjection to his laws ||. They continued ſted- 
taſtly in the Apoſtles doctrine, the fellowſhip, and the 
breaking of bread, and the prayers **. They abounded in 
works of liberality +, and thus ſhowed their mortification 
to this world, and their love to one another for the truth's 
ke, by which they were cloſely united together, for we 


Rom. iii. 20, to the end, and iv. 4, 5, 16, and x. 5$,—T4, 
$ Mat. xxviii. 19. 
** Acts ii. 42, 


＋ Mat. vii. 20, 21. + Acts xxvi. 18. 
Acts ii. 38, 41. and xxii. 16. Rom. vi. 3, 4. 
1 Acts ii. 44, 45. 
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are informed that * the multitude of them that believed | 
were of one heart and of one ſoul *.” They were taught 


alſo by the grace of God which bringeth ſalvation, to deny 
ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, -righte. 
onſly, and godly in this preſent world +; and thus they re. 


commended their holy profeſſion to all around them, by a 


converſation becoming the Goſpel, while they ſtrictly ad- 


| ered to all the commandments of our Lord and Saviour. 
They were conſtrained by the love of Chriſt not to live un- 


to themſelves, but unto him who died for them, and roſe 
again 9. They looked alſo for that bleſſed hope and the 
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſti ; and while their ſouls were animated and encou- 
raged by this lively hope, they were moved with the fear 
of being diſapproved in the day of the Lord, if they ſhould 
depart from the truth, or a& in oppoſition to its genuine 


influence; for the Apoſtle ſays, when ſpeaking about their 


confident hope of eternal life, ard willingneſs to be abſent 
from the body, and preſent with the Lord, Wherefore 
ve labour that whether preſent (in the body,) or abſent 
(from it,) we may be accepted of him; for we ſhall all 
* ſtand before the judgment ſeat of Chriſt, that every one 
© may receive the things done in his body, according to 
that he hath ne. whether it be good or bad *. 


As to the particular oli of teaching your children, it 
appears to me not very material, whether this is done by 
aſking them from time to time ſuch queſtions as occur to 
your memory, or by uſing a catechiſm, provided this cate- 
chiſm were exactly conformable to the word of God. Each 
of theſe methods has advantages peculiar to itſelf. When 
parents are judicious, well informed, and able to convey 
proper inſtructions to their children, there is no need for 
any ſet form, and children will make greater progres in 
the knowledge of Divine things, and be leſs in danger of 
falling into error, when they are led immediately to the 


* Adts. iv, 32. § 2 Cor. v. 14 
a 


+ Tit. ii. 1 I, 12. 
4 Cor. V. 9, 10. 
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word of God, and derive all their inſtruction from this pure 5 
and uncorrupted ſource. But every Chriſtian parent is not 
equal to this taſk, and ſome children too are flow to receive 


 inſtruQion, and need to have the ſame things fo often re- 


peated, that the parent's method naturally turns into a ſet 
form'at1aft. In theſe caſes it might be preferable to make 


uſe of a ſimple, well digeſted catechiſm, conceived as much 


as poſſible in the language of Scripture, if ſuch a thing could 
be obtained without any mixture of falſe doftrine. But 
whatever method you follow, I beſeech you not to forget, 
that the ſucceſs of yaur endeavours depends entirely on the _ 
bleſſing of him who gave the increaſe, when Paul preached 
and Apolles watered. Depend therefore upon God, and 
pray earneſtly to him, that he would accompany his word 
with the power of his Haly Spirit, and make it reach the 
hearts of your children. 


Ir is abſolutely neceſſary that there ſhould be ſome ſtrik- 
ing appearances of this, before we give our children any 


encouragement to profeſs the faith. But, though it is evi- 


dently inconſiſtent with our duty, to lead them by our au- 
thority, or their attachment to us, to obſetve the ordinan- 
ces of Jeſus Chriſt, for this would really be to make them 
hypocrites; yet aſide from this, there are many things ſo 
much in our power, that we muſt be highly culpable if we 
do not attend to them. For inſtance, if we have any concern 
for their ſouls, it will induce us to bring them regularly to the 
Church on the firſt day of the week, for we know that ! faith 
« cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God; and 
we will be careful that they ſhould not go to places of wor- 
ſhip, where they will hear doctrine ſubverſive of the Goſ- 
pel, and ruinous to the ſouls of men. They can have no pre- 
tence of any principle of conſcience againft this, till they are 
capable to chuſe for themſelves, and can give ſome reaſon for 
their choice. We ought alſo to enjoin upon them a ſuitable 
conduct on the Sabbath day, not allowing them to run looſe 


* Rom. x. 17. 
| F 


1 
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ſelves may not be interrupted in the duties to which we are 
called, and that they may attend' to the inſtructions which 


they ought to receive, both in public and private. It 
is likewiſe our duty to reſtrain their inſobriety, both in 
the article of dreſs, and in frequenting ſuch public amuſe. 
ments as might have a tendency to corrupt and-vitiate their 
minds; and if we indulge them in matters of this kind, it 
is little better than following the ſame practices ourſelves. 
Much more will this hold in relation to immoral conduct; 
thoſe who ſuffer ſuch crimes muſt have too little averſion 
to them, an dare actually partakers in them. Yet we have 


no dominion over the conſciences of our children, nor any 
Tight to lead them to make a IO of the name of un 


till 9 88 «nad to be einn of God. 


"+ 


' OnLy one thin g more occurs to me with reſpect to the re- 


to them about the duty of prayer. 


And if we ſpeak to them of 


ligious training of children, namely, how we ought to ſpeak 


If we teach them that 


all the bleſſings they enjoy come from the bountiful hand 
of God, we ought alſo to repreſent it as their duty and pri- 
vilege, to pray to him for every thing they need, and to 
expreſs their gratitude for the mercies which he daily con- 
fers. 
name of Chriſt, we cannot fail to urge upon them the duty 


ſalvation through the 


of prayer, ſeeing this is àa part of the goſpel teſtimony, 
+ Whoſoever calleth upon the name of the Lord ſhall be ſav- 
* ed*;” and one who was in the gall of bitterneſs, and 1n the 


bond of iniquity, was thus addreſſed by the Apoſtle Peter, 
< Repent, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine 
heart may be forgiven thee .“ 
to ſet before them the way of acceſs to God through the 


But it is alſo neceſſary 


atonement of Chriſt, and to call them to repentance while 


Rom. x. 13. 


T Acts viii. 22, 23. 


we exhort them to pray, ſhowing them that thoſe only can 
be heard and accepted who approach unto God in the name 
of the advocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, 
who 1s the propitiation for our ſins}. 


4 1 John ii. 1, % 
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IF it is JP; thus to pray with underſtanding, 4 
a ſenſe of our need of mercy, and ſome degree of perſuaſion 


that God is the hearer of prayer as he is manifeſted in the 


Goſpel, the juſt God and the Saviour; it muſt be improper 
to make children repeat words which they do not underſtand; 
and to call this praying to God, while they have perhaps 
no conception of their own wants, nor any faith in the 


Lord's ability to ſupply them, or in the ground on which 


they can expect an anſwer of their prayers. Nay, in many 
caſes they know not that they are addreſſing God at all, for 
their prayers are repeated in the preſence of their parents, 
or thoſe who have the charge of them, and it is natural for 
them to imagine, that they addreſs themſelves to the per- 
ſons at whoſe command they perform this taſk; 

I would therefore have you to avoid theſe unmeaning 
forms, while you encourage your children to pray, and en- 
force this upon them by every motive that leads you to 
pour out your own hearts before the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and teach them on all theſe occaſions, to 
enter into their cloſet, and when they have ſhut the door, 
to pray to our Father who is in ſecret“, as this will tend to 
give them a juſt idea of the nature of prayer. It is like- 
wiſe better that they ſhould expreſs the real defires of their 
hearts in a natural way, however imperfectly, than to uſe 
the moſt unexceptionable form of words, which probably, 
though it were underſtood, might have no relation whatever 
to the ſtate of their minds. | | 


. Mat. wy 6. 
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Erk. vi. 4. 


And ye fathers, provote not pour children to wrath ; but bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. 


| I N. the laſt diſcourſe, we explained the commandment to 
bring up our children in the admonition of the Lord, both. 


as it relates to the concerns of this life, and the life that is 
to come. | 


ANOTHER particular on this head requires {ill to. be con- 
fidered, which is, that you ſhould enforce all your admo- 
nitions by your own example. We already made ſome re- 


marks on. the influence of example, when exhorting you to 


preſerve your children from falling into bad company ; but 


your own example is of much greater importance than that. 
of any one elſe. It is always before them, they obſerve. 


you. daily, they have confidence in you, and believe that 
what you do. is right; and, even on the ſuppoſition that 
they act as good a part as can in general be expected from 


children, their utmoſt ambition will be to follow your ex- 


ample : many come ſhort of their parents, but few excel 
them. You ought therefore to be exceedingly cautious to 


avoid every thing in your own conduct, that may tend to 


miſlead your children ; their good behaviour at preſent de- 
pends upon it, and in all probability, your example will 
have a conſiderable inflience in forming their character for 


life. You have no right to expect that your precepts will 


have any ſalutary influence, if you act in oppoſition to them 
yourſelves ; nor can you with any conſiſtency blame your 
children for the very ſame things that you practiſe. 


. ome aunty Hl x 49 


We' cannot mention all the particulars in which you 
ought to ſhow them a pattern: of ſobriety, righteouſneſs, 
and godlineſs, for this. would lead us to ſpeak of every 
Chriſtian virtue; nor is it neceſſary, for you know what 
is incumbent on you as the followers of Jeſus Chriſt. But 
in general obſerve, that theſe remarks apply to every thing 
that is good and praiſe-worthy. Whatever you would have 
your children to do, make it your conſtant aim to do it 
yourſeives, and never let them have it to- ſay, that you live 
in the practice of any one thing which you with them to 
avoid, I ſhall give an inſtance of one particular. There 
are many people who ſpeak falſely to children, ſome- 
times merely for their entertainment, and at other times to 
ſooth them, and quiet their clamours; putting them in fear 
by things which have no exiſtence, promifing. what they 
have no intention to perform, or telling them a downright 
he to decerve them. Such things are excuſed becauſe they 
are trifling, or done only with a view to amuſe children. 
But however unimportant. the ſubje& may be, and what. 
ever goed ends you may propoſe in telling what you know 
to be falſe, you are guilty of lying when you do ſo; and 
in this you ſet an example to your children, of one of the 
greateſt crimes which they have it in their power to com- 
mit. You ought not only to avoid giving them a bad ex- 
ample, but to beware of every appearance of it. Never 
allow them to-proceed on a miftake, and to ſuppoſe that 
you ſay or do what is wrong, for want of a proper expla- 
nation. This will happen when you tell them marvellous 
tories, which even children can ſcarcely credit, without 
laying that you do not vouch for the truth of them; or 
when you ſpeak of extraordinary incredible things, which 
in one ſenſe are falſe, and in another true. Whenever you 
allow them to remain in the belief that you have told a ſalſe- 
hood, whether it is ſo or not, you teach them to lie. 

We ſhall now take ſome notice of the example which you 
ought to ſet before them in matters of religion, principally 
with a view to ſhow you how abſurd it is to ſuppoſe: that 
Jou can he of any uſe to your children in this reſpect, un- 


bs 
leſs 5 practice juſtifies your profeſſion; Ae with 
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the inſtructions which you communicate. You may talk 


to them of the love and fear of God; but alas ! brethrem | 
will they not either think that theſe are light matters in 


themſelves, or that you make light of them, if you do not 
give evidence that you are fearers of God, by ſubmitting 


yourſelves in all things to his authority, and taking his 
word for your rule? What eſtimation will they form of 


your ſpeeches about the Goſpel being the one thing need. 
ful, and the profeſſion that you make of mortification to 
this world, if they can diſcern from your conduct that you 
are chiefly ſolicitous about preſent happineſs? Will they 
think you ſincere in what you ſay about confidence i in God, 


if they ſee you often diſtracted with worldly care? And 
though you may talk to them of the duties of devotion, and 


the way of acceſs to God in prayer ; how are they to un- 


derſtand this, or how can they think there is any ſincerity 


in you, if they are never witneſs to your prayers? This is 
ene thing among others, which ſhows the neceflity of Chriſ- 
tians attending to family devotion. If it is your duty not 
only to admoniſh your children, but to exemplify in your 
o] conduct all that you would wiſh to enforce upon them, 
is it not of great conſequence that you ſhould ſet them an 
example of daily prayer; to ſhow that you are believers in 
Chriſt, and approach to God with humble confidence in his 
name; that you live by the atonement, and thus delight 
in having intercourſe with God ; that you are grateful to 


him for the mercies which he daily confers on you and 


your families; and that you truſt in him for every needful 
bleſſing ? | 

A conduct oppoſite to this, is worfe in ſome reſpeds, than 
ſaying nothing to your children about religion at all. It 
1s teaching them to think the Goſpel a matter of mere the- 
ory, and that they may with ſafety ſpeculate about things 
of infinite importance, without having their hearts and con- 


duct affected by them. It is teaching them to be hypocrites, 


and falſe profeſſors of the name of Chriſt. J am not charg- 
ing you with any thing of this ſort, but it is neceſſary to 
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guard you againſt the lighteſt appearances of this inconkiſt.. 
ent conduct, by ſhowing you how odious it is in its ex- 
treme, and what deſtructive conſequences may, be expected 
from it. Thus it appears, that a good example. is included 
in the admonition which Chriſian n are nnn 
to. * to their rohildena, 1 eye! 


i Tnosr who "cha the children of their friends or tio . 
4. | committed to their charge, are alſo called to the performance 
8 of the ſame duties; and they ſhould endeavour to ſupply, 
#. by a principle of conſcience, the deficiency that __ _ 
17 from the want of en 3 | 


IV. We mall oy mention a few motives, and encou- 


ragements, with a view. to ron t to a enn performs; 
ance of theſe duties. | | 


I, WE notice in ont that all the duties which pa- 
rents owe to their children, muſt proceed from love; in- 
deed this is the principle of every duty to our fellow crea- 
tures, for love is the fulfilling of the law; but it is eſpeci- 
ally neceſſary here. When we conſider what a laborious 
affair it is to bring up children, how much toil of body, and 
anxiety of mind it occaſions, what conſtant watchfulneſs is 
neceſſary for their preſervation from external injuries, and 
what diligence 1s requiſite to teach them every thing that 
has a relation to their happineſs in this life, and that 
which is to come, while our admonitions muſt be repeated 
daily, and our utmoſt exertions employed to make them ef- 
fectual; we muſt ſee at once, that all this cannot be done 
** without a high degree of attachment. How could we bear 
it heir follies and impertinences, or ſhow any kind of mode- 
s 2 ration in reproving them, if we did not love them? We 
hings may therefore diſcern - much wiſdom and goodneſs in the 
| con- conduct of our great Creator, who hath implanted in the 
Mey hearts of parents a ſtrong affection for their offspring, which 
harg- effectually diſpoſes them to ſeek their happineſs, and will 
ary te . accomplith this end, if they are properly 1 in- 
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ſential properties of our nature, though not peculiar to it, 


as we obſerve in the inferior creation alſo a ſtrong affection 
40 their young. It is common to all parents, however de- | 


ficient in point of underſtanding, and however deſtitute of 


the principles of religion and the fear of God. 


The Goſpel does not eradicate theſe natural affections; 
on the contrary it enforces them, and leads to the dye ex- 
ercife of that love and tenderneſs which nature dictates. 
The law of Chriſt repreſents the want of natural affection 


as a great evil, and ranks it with the worſt of crimes; ? 
| Huſbands are commanded to love their wives as Chriſt lov- 
ed the Church, and as they love their own bodies ;+-and 


wives are commanded to own their huſbands and their a 
dren. | - 

I cannot therefore fuppoſe you 'deficient in this wg ; 
you have all the ties of nature as well as other men, and 
you profeſs to be ſubje& to the authority of God, enforcing 


theſe upon your conſciences. This encourages me to ad- 
dreſs you on the ſubje& of bringing up your children, and 
aſide from this motive, 1 ſhould have little hope of being 


able to prevail with you to bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord. But, brethren, if you have 


the hearts of parents, and wiſh above all things to make 


your children happy, ought you not to conſider well in 
which way this deſirable object is to be obtained? And is 
not this a ſtrong argument for your attention to what has 
been ſaid on this important ſubject? The more you think 
of the directions that have been offered to your conſiders- 
tion from the word of God, the more will they be approv- 
ed by your reaſon and conſcience, and call forth all your 
parental tenderneſs to give them force and energy. 


2d, ANOTHER motive is the example of the Lord him- 
felf, in his conduct towards his children. He condeſcends 
to call himſelf the Father of his people, he hath ſaid that 


® Rom. i. 31. 2 Tim. iii. 3. Eph. v. 28, 28. A 4 Tit. i ( 
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and having taken them into this near and intimate relation, 
he acts the part of a moſt Kind, indulgent, and compaſſion· 
ate father. This ſurely is an example worthy of our imi- 


tation. Conſider then how he exerciſes his fatherly love. 
The greateſt diſplay of it is, in this caſe, beyond all poſſi- 
bility of our imitation ; I mean the gift of his beloved Son 


when we were enemies and ungodly, and reconciling us to 


himſelf by the death of his Son. But it is from this that 
we are taught to conceive the greatneſs of his love, and to 

expect every other bleſſing that God can beſtow. ** He that 
* ſpared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, 


« how ſhall he not with him alſo freely give us all things“? 
Brethren, we cannot imitate this expreſſion of divine love 
in our conduct towards our children, for they are not our 
enemies, they never needed to be reconciled to us, (unleſs 
{ome of you have. had a prodigal ſon,) and we have not a- 
dopted them into our families. ; 

But the Lord's method of training his children, Nr 
they are redeemed by the blood of Chriſt, and brought in- 
to his family, claims our attention in this view. While 
he beſtows every bleſſing, according to his own good plea- 


ſure, in his free and ſovereign mercy, he refuſes nothing 


that contributes to the real happineſs of his people; 4 he 
„vill give grace and glory; no good thing will he with- 


hold from them that walk uprightly}.” And our Lord, 


when repreſenting his fatherly compaſſion, and illuſtrating 


it by the kindneſs of earthly parents, ſays to his diſciples, 


if ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts un- 
to your children; how much more ſhall your heavenly 
„Father give the Holy Spirit,” or as it is elſewhere ex- 


preſſed, good things to. them that aſk himf.” He pities 


them in all their weakneſs and diſtreſs, and affords them 
ſeaſonable relief and protection; as a father pitieth his 
children, fo the Lord pitieth them that fear him; for he 
* knoweth our frame, he remembereth that we are duſt: fl 


* Rom. viii. 32. + Pſalm, Ixxxiv. 211. 
} Luke xi, 13. Mat. vii. 11. Pfalm. ciii. 13, 14. 
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« and though he cauſe grief, yet will he have cot 
« according to the multitude of his mercies*;” He ex. 
erciſes no ſeverity without a proper cauſe, for “ he doth 
% not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men +. 
It is all meant for the good of his children, and in merey 
to their ſouls; he chaſtiſes them for their profit that they 
„may be made partakers of his holinefs ;“ and we are 


informed, that it is only © / need be, that they are in 


„ heavineſs through manifold trials$.” On the other hand, 
he will not in any caſe indulge them to their hurt; ke pro. 


miſes to give nothing but what is agreeable to his will; and 


no importunity can reverſe this law, though he directs his 
children to be importunate, and aſſures them of ſucceſs |: 


He alſo ſhows his diſpleaſure when they offend ** ; he dif. 


ciplines his children and brings them under the rod; he 


chaſtens, rebukes, and ſcourges them ft. He does not fol- 
low their inclinations in this reſpect, or ſpare for their cry- 
ing: and he only has complacency in them, and manifeſts 
his fatherly love to them, when they act agreeable to his 
will ||j]. The whole of his procedure, therefore, is ſuited 


to deliver them from fin, to make them happy when in the 


way of their duty, and miſerable when they depart from 


it. Brethren, this is the conduct of him who exerciſes in-. 


finite love and compaſſion ; and if you act ſuitably to your 
character as the children of God, ”_u will endeavour to 
imitate this high example. . 

Conſider alſo how the Lord inſtructs, 1 and 


warns his children. He does it with tenderneſs as they 


are able to bear it; with much earneſtneſs and importuni- 


ty, if we may ſo ſpeak, ſetting before them every motive 
that is ſuited to awaken their attention, and engage their 


warmeſt affections; and with uneeaſing care and perſeve- 
rance, giving them line upon line, and precept upon pre- 


Lam. iii. 32. + Lam. iii 33. } Heb. xii. 10. 


& 1 Pet. i. 6. | 1 John v. 14. Plalm. Ixxxv. 12. Luke xi 5—14% 


and XViil. 1.—9. 


Amos iti. 2. +F Heb. xii. 5,—12, 14 John xiv. 21, 23 


and xv. 10. 1 John iii. 21. to the end. 
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parents. 
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cept, and uſing a 8 of means to inſtrudt them in the 
um of * will. 


3d, One of the Rrongeſt 86 to the en 
of every parental duty, is the conſideration of the fruits 
that you have reaſon to expect, either from diligence in 
theſe duties, or the eee of them: and to this I beg your 
particular attention. | 


Tax bad conſequences of negleQing theſe duties muſt be 
evident to every one, from the nature of the thing, and 
from daily obſervation and experience. If you are too ri- 
gorous and ſevere, you will either cruſh the ſpirits of your 
children, and render them unfit for every employment that 
requires exertion ; or you will provoke their reſentment, 
and occaſion an utter averſion to all your religious princi- 
As the firſt of theſe is a me- 
lancholy fituation, ſo the laſt is a moſt dangerous one; for 


| when children find themſelves unreaſonably hemmed in by 


the iron hand of deſpotic authority, and deprived of much 

ſatisfaction and comfort, which they might innocently en- 
joy ; it frequently happens, that they embrace the firſt fa- 
vourable opportunity to throw off every reſtraint, and to 
indulge in all the exceſſes of youth) intemperance and 
folly. 

On the other hand, the effects of over indulgence, and 
lackening too much the reins of government, are equally 
fatal. None of us know ſo little of human nature, as to 
imagine that a child left to himſelf will not often go aſtray: 
and if the moſt effectual means are not ſpeedily uſed to re- 
claim him, he will run on from evil to worſe, till he is paſt: 
all remedy. The word of God declares this, and in num- 
derleſs inſtances it has been fulfilled. 

Some indeed, when they come to the years of diſcretion, 
will follow a better line of conduct than they have been 
taught, either by the authority, or the example of their 
They may be converted by the power of God 
from the evil of their way, and even when this does not 
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take place; A Jin conſideration of what is neceſſary forthair: 
intereſt and happineſs in this world, may lead them to ſo- 


briety and decency of conduct. But is it reaſonable to ex- 


pe& this? What are the natural conſequences of letting 
them do as they pleaſe? It would be denying the account 
which the ſcriptures give of the corruption of human na- 
ture, did we heſitate. to affirm that parents, in this caſe, 
have the greateſt reaſon to fear the total ruin of their 
ren. | | 2 

1 this will be acknowledged; but 10 am e that | 
the views of moſt people, in relation to the advantages a. 
rifing from the proper government of children, are too li- 
mited, and fall ſhort of what is plainly taught in the word 


of God. In treating this part of the ſubject, I muſt again 


call your attention to the diſtinftion between religious ad- 


monitions, and thoſe. which relate merely to that ſort of 


good behaviour which ariſes from natural principles. 


 F FORMERLY noticed, that it is the indiſpenſible duty of 
believing parents to inſtruct their children in the knowledge 
ef the Goſpel: And while they do fo, they are warranted 
to pray for the bleſſing of him who faid, Suffer the little 
children to come unto me, and forbid them not, for of 
“ ſuch is the kingdom of God*.” They have reaſon alſo to 
hope that ſucceſs will attend their labours; for beſides the 
general expectation which the Scriptures warrant, that God 
will bleſs his own word for the converfion of ſinners, pa- 


rents are commanded to make known the teſtimony and 


the works of God to their children, for this purpoſe, that 
the generation to come may know them, and may ſet their 
hope in God f. And Paul ſeems to hint at the inſt rumenta- 
lity of parents in the caſe of Timothy, when he ſays, I call 


to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which 


<< dwelt firſt in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eu- 
„ nice; and I am perſuaded that in thee alſo f. He hke- 
wiſe affirms, that Timothy * from a child had known the 


r F Pſalm. Ixxvili. 5, 7, 24 Nn 
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iy: « holy Scriptures, which (ſays he,) are able to make thee 
— a wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith that is in Chriſt“. * 
To But the influence of the word of truth depends on the ſove- 
g reign will of God, he is indebted to none, and diſpenſes his 
nt favours as he pleaſes. Our children are not in this reſpe& 
' in our own power; we may teach and admoniſh them, but 
God alone can make his own word effectual for their ſalva- 
tion ; and therefore we cannot proceed with an abſolute 
certainty of being the happy means of turning them from 
darkneſs unto light, and from the power of Satan unto 


I MAINTAIN however, that, with reſpect to a decent and 
orderly conduct in ſociety, when parents uniformly attend 
to the plan of education which the word of God inculcates, 
it will produce the effects intended by it on all children, 
except thoſe who are deſtitute of common ſenſe ; though its 
influence will be more or leſs complete, according to their 
different capacities and diſpoſitions. Some are ſuſceptible 
of more culture than others; but it is poſſible to prevent 
any child from being habitually wicked and ungovern- 


able, who is capable of diflinguiliing: between Os: and 
Wrong. 


Ir you have the proper government of your children, 
they muſt be well behaved in their general deportment, 
wiule they are under your immediate inſpection and care. 


A SUFFICIENT proof of this ariſes from the conſideration 
of the ſuitableneſs of the means to the end propoſed. When 
we conſider the ſalutary nature of chaſtiſement, the influ- 
ence of unremitting and well directed authority, the power 
of habit, and the conſequences that may be expected from 
iuſtructions and admonitions often repeated, and from the 
good example of thoſe whom they moſt eſteem, all of which 
have been illuſtrated in the preceding diſcourſes; we may 
fairly conclude, that if children behave n their N 
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parents are to blame. And though it is admitted, that the 
bleſſing of God is neceſſary to give ſucreſs to our endea- 
vours, yet there is a natural connection between the means 


and the end, which puts it within our reach, and n. 


us inexcuſable if we do not mne it. 


9 * word of God alſo informs us, that our e in this 


reſpeRt will be crowned with ſucceſs. This is often repeat. 
ed by Solomon in the paſſages formerly quoted; and I can. 
not ſuppoſe that he would ſo poſitively aſſert, that the hap- 
py conſequences mentioned in theſe texts will be produced 
by reproof and correction, if it can be juſtly ſaid that the 


means which he preſcribes have no neceſſary connection 


with the end in view, and conſequently may often fail of 
ſucceſs. We muſt not, however, underſtand him as main- 
taining, that in every particular inſtance of reproof or 
chaſtiſement, the end will be immediately and completely 
gained; for he evidently ſuppoſes that there will be fre- 
quent occaſion for this diſcipline, and only gives us reaſon 
to expect, that pon the whole we ſhall be ſucceſsful in giv- 
ing wiſdom to our children, and driving far from them the 
fooliſhneſs that is bound in their hearts“. If this aſſurance 
is given us in the word of God, it muſt be a fact whoever 
doubts it, and it cannot be overturned by all the reaſoning 
of man. 

There are, indeed, many ſuch general affirmations in 
Scripture, which are not meant abſolutely, and will not 
apply to every caſe that may be ſuppoſed to occur. But 
wherever we find an expreſs declaration that certain cauſes 
will produce the effects which are aſcribed to them; we 
muſt believe that it will be ſo, unleſs it appears alſo from 
the word of God, that there are other cauſes, which on 
ſome occaſions may prevent theſe effects. Now, if we 
maintain that children may habitually go aſtray, without 
any blame on the part of their parents ; we muſt be able to 
point out ſome oppoſite cauſe, which is ſufficient to coun- 


teract the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and to ren- 


Prov. xxii. 15. and xxix. 14. 
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der them ineffectual. Next to a total want of capacity in 
young perſons, which is admitted to be an effectual bar in 
the way of training them, the moſt formidable oppoſition 
ariſes from the fooliſhneſs that is naturally bound in their 
hearts ; but this does not operate in the way of preventing 


the good effects of nurture and admonition, for theſe are 


the appointed means by which that ae is en 
and reſtrained, 


FURTHER, the commandment to bring up our children in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, requires that we 
ſhould regulate their conduct by means of that diſcipline 


and inſtruction which the Lord hath appointed; and this 


could not be required in all caſes, unleſs every parent who 
fears God, and poſſeſſes ordinary judgment and pe 
were capable to perform it, 

Tais obſervation is confirmed by the obligation laid upon. 
Elders of Chriſtian churches, © to have faithful children“, 
not accuſed of riot or unruly, and to have their children in 
ſubjection with all gravity t:“ and by a ſimilar command- 
ment in regard to Deacons, ** ruling their children, and 
„their own houſes well t.“ Some people would ſtare 
at this, and ſay with aſtoniſhment, may not a good man 
have bad children? It is very poſſible that he may correct, 
admoniſh, exerciſe authority, and do every duty to them, 
and yet they may be unfaithful, riotous, and unruly. This 
| abſolutely deny. How could it be made a qualification of 
office-bearers in Churches, without which they cannot law- 
fully be appointed to theſe offices, if it were not always in 
their power? A man is ſuppoſed to deſire the office of a 
biſhop, or overſeer, and he may deſire it without any pride 


* By faithful children we muſt not underſtand believers of the Goſpel, for 
parents are not capable to make them ſuch. This character is oppoſed to 
their being riotous and unruly, and therefore muſt imply ſobriety, and a 
uniform ſubjection to the authority of their parents. In theſe reſpects they 
are required to be faithful. 


71 Tim. n , 8 j 1 Tim. iii. 12. 
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or ſelf-ſufficiency, from a ſingle eye to the glory of Wai 
and the good of his people. But however much his mind 
may be ſet upon it, he cannot be allowed to exerciſe the of: 
[  fice without this qualification; and though his gifts in other 
| eſpects ſhould be eminently uſeful, a church of Chriſt mu 
be deprived of them becauſe his children are riotous and 
5 unruly. Can any thing be a ſtronger proof that Chriſtian 
parents are obliged to regulate the conduct of their children, 
and that it is in their power to do ſo? For ſurely, it would 
be moſt unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that a man's gifts may be 
quaſhed, his defire to be occupied in a good work refuſed, 
and his uſefulneſs prevented, on account of an accidental 
circumſtance in which he is not to blame. Nor can we i. 
magine, that the children of Elders and Deacons will be 
more eaſily trained than thoſe of other people: the ſame 
variety of natural diſpoſitions that we meet with in other 
children, muſt be expected in them; but the ſcripture makes 
no allowance for this, they are bound at all rates to ** 
them in ſubjection. . 
When the Apoſtle makes it W that a Chriſtian 
teacher ſhould be © one that ruleth well his own houſe, 
% having his children in ſubje&ion with all gravity,” he 
muſt be underſtood as affirming that he who has not his 
children thus in ſubjection does not rule his own houſe well. 
And when he draws this inference from his neglect, “ for 
if a man know not how to rule his own houſe, how ſhall 
he take care of the church of God?” it is plain that he 
dire&s Chriſtians to judge of his fitneſs to bear rule, by his 
way of proceeding in the government of his family, and zbe 
effets of it upon his children. In the parallel paſſage in 
Titus he ſays nothing at all of ruling, yet he muſt have this 
in view when he characteriſes the children of Elders. ** Hav- 
« ing faithful children,” Oc. is therefore to the ſame pur- 
poſe as if he had ſaid, © one that ruleth well his own houſe.” 
It cannot be juſtly pleaded tliat this is an obligation pecu- 
liar to office-bearers, for though they ought to excel in the 
qualifications laid dow n by the Apoltie, yet all thoſe quali- 
fications except that of being apt to teach are incumbent u 
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every Chirifins,! And whatever idea may be ei 
of the ſuperior talents of men who are qualified to be pub- 
lic teachers, and the propriety of thoſe who ate called to 
the office of rulers giving proof of their fitneſs to exerciſe 
authority; it will not be eaſy to ſhow that there is any thing 
with reſpe& to children implied in ruling their 6wn houſes 
well, which is not as ſtrongly implied in bringing them up 


in the nurture and | adncuitie of the Lord. 


Tuxsx premiſes neceſſarily lead to the following conclus 
fon. When a child is riotous, ungovernable, and given to 
any wicked practices, this of itſelf is ſufficient proof that 
his parents do not bring him up in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord; though we ſhould not have an opportu- 
nity of diſcerning any material fault in their conduct. It 


would not be candid: to form this judgment on account of 


trifling things, or even glaring inſtances df miſconduR, if 
theſe ſeldom occur; for we are not to look for perfection 


either in parents or children; but if he is habitually ill be. 


haved, it muſt be ſo: Make no excuſes here. You may 
complain of his untoward diſpoſition, but whoſe fault is 
this? It is your buſineſs to make him tractable. You may 
ſay that you both admoniſh and eorre& him. Perhaps you 
do; and it is very poſlible that you may corre& him too 
much, for parents often through their own miſconduct, give 
many ſtripes to no purpoſe. *What then muſt be done? If 
neither words nor blows have any tendency to reclaim, muſt 
your child be abandoned to every fooliſh and wicked courſe, 
and given up for loſt? God forbid. But i in this cafe, con- 
ſider your own deficiency rather than your ſon's. He is un- 
doubtedly in your power while he is young, and if you con- 
ſtantly and invariably uſe the means which God hath ap- 
pointed, you may be aſſured of fucceſs. 


Ir appears to me alſo, that the good effects of tliis train- 
ing will continue, when children grow up to manhood: Pa- 
rents, as we have ſeen, are not only to admoniſh and cor- 
rect their children, but to bring them into 2 conſtant habit 
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of regularity and good behaviour; and this we uppen 5 | 
continue from fifteen to twenty years... Sometimes the pe. 


riod may be longer, but when it is ſhorter, by the death of 
parents, or other circumſtances, ſuch children are not train: 


ed up to maturity; and when parents commit them to the 
charge of others at an early time of life, they are unfaifh- 
ful to their truſt, unleſs this proceeds from ſome very ur- 
gent cauſe. Any caſe of this kind does not fall within. the 


preſent remark. But when ſo long a period of their life is 
ſpent in ſobriety, induſtry, and good behaviour, is it rea- 


ſonable to ſuppoſe that they will have any inclination to be: 


come idle, diſſipated, and worthleſs members of ſociety ? 


Do we not fee thouſands, who without the benefit of ſuch 
education, are juft and benevolent, outwardly decent in their 
conduct, and free of ſuch vices as the world in general con- 
demn? And this is much more to be expected, when chil. 


_ dren have been brought up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. Aſide from every religious principle, regard 


to their own intereſt and happineſs in a worldly view, will 
ſecure them againſt open profanity; and diſſolute behaviour; 
and, being ſo long habituated to ſobriety and decorum, they 
will find it no mortificatzon to continue in the fame courſe. 

Such are the natural effects of a good education in youth, 


and the word of God alſo expreſsly declares that theſe ef. 


fects will be produced by it; for Solomon ſays, train up 


| 4 a child in the way that he ſhould go; and when he is old 


ehe will not depart from it“. This is a poſitive unqua» 
lified affirmation, and as the wiſe man makes no exception, 


there is at leaſt ſome reafon to doubt if we are warranted 


to make any. It is ſafeſt to take the word of God as it 
ſtands ; and I am inclined for my own part to believe this 


poſition in its full extent, though I confeſs there is a more 


plauſible ground for making exceptions here, than in the 
former caſe. Parents cannot be anſwerable in the ſame de- 
gree for the conduct of their children, after they are grown 
up to manhood, as when they are under their immediate in- 
3 and ns to their authority. But e * 


«Prov. xx1i, 6, 
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ſhould not be fully convinced, that ſuch extenſive happy con- 
ſequences will always reſult from the proper training of chil» 
dren, it is a great cnconragyment. if you believe that it will 
be ſo in general, with only a few exceptions; and this myſt 
be admitted on all ſides, unleſs we flatly contradict the © tent, 
or take away its plain and obvious meaning. 


As I am very 1 perſuaded, that parents will exert 

themſelves 3 in training their children, in the ſame propor- 
tion as they perceive that beneficial conſequences will be 
produced by it; and that they cannot have a due conviction 
of their own deficiencies in this reſpect, while they do 
not reckon. themſelves accountable for the miſconduct of 
their children; ; I ſhall endeavour to obviate ſome of the 
principal objections againſt what has been advanced on this 
Nat 


INSTANCES. of good men who have done every thing in 
their power to train up their children in the way that they 
ſhould go, and were not able to prevent them from going 
aſtray, will bg urged as an inſurmountable objection againſt 
all that has been ſaid. Scriptyre examples of this will be 
produced, and many inſtances that have fallen under your 
own obſervation, of which you may think yourſelves per- 
fectly aſcertained. I acknowledge that if examples fully 
in point could be produced, there would be ſome reaſon 
to doubt whether parents have as much in their power as I 
have deſorihed to them; and ſo far I muſt yield to the ob- 
jection, by admitting that the children of good men have of- 
ten gone aſtray. But what evidence have you, that theſe. 
men conſcientiouſly attended in all reſpects to the rule of 
the word of God in training their children ? Can you be as 
certain of this, as you ought to be of the truth of the ſcrip- 
tures which maintain the oppoſite ? all that is neceſſary on 
my part, is to deny this aſſertion till ſatisfactory evidence 
Is brought to confirm it, and this I am perſuaded never can 
be done. There may be very eſſential failings in the ma- 
nagement of children, while people in . relpeflg on- 
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duct themſelves with propriety ; and of this 1 have Gl un- 
deniable inſtances, in ſome of thoſe very caſes that have 
been adduced to give force to this obje@ion. It is much 
ſafer, therefore, to adhere to the plain declarations of the 
word of God, and the ee vy which my are con. 
firmed. F e e 
Ir may alſo be objected, that 8 ſuch extenſive in- 
fluence to the government of earthly parents, is a denial of 
the corruption of human nature, and the neceflity of Divine 
grace to deliver from the power of ſin. This objection hat 
been anticipated by ſeveral remarks in this and the preced- 
ing diſcourſes, I fully admit, that the ſpecial grace of 
God is neceſſary to change the heart, by the influence of 
the Goſpel, and to lead any perſon to univerſal obedience 
from the motives which God approves. * But the moſt ex- 
tenſive view that we can take of man's depravity both in 
regard to his principles and conduct, does not oblige us to 
conclude that every one muſt be openly wicked and profane; 
for it is undeniable that there are many worthy and reſpect. 
able members of ſociety, who-are ignorant of the Goſpel, 
and do not even profeſs to be religidus. Thoſe who object on 
this ground, will alſo admit, that ſome inftances can be pro- 
duced of children, who, in conſequenge of their being brought 
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, were re- 
ftrained from immoral and diforderly conduct in their non- 


age, and continued in the ſame courſe when they arrived at 


the years of maturity; nay, they will own that this is in 
general to be expected. What difference then is there be- 
tween their ſentiments and mine? None in point of prin- 
ciple; for if they admit that the conſequences which I have 
aſcribed to parental diſcipline and admonition, will fre- 
quently take place, we exactly agree in principle, and only 


differ about the application of it in other inftances, which 


are precifely fimilar in ſo far as this principle is concerned. 


ANOTHER objection ariſes from the various diſpoſitions 
of children, and the different degrees of wickedneſs which 
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are ſuppoſed to be in them. It is a pretty general opinion, 
that ſome are born into the world with more wicked incli- 
nations than others, and therefore cannot be brought to ſub- 
mit themſelves to any rule or authority that one is born 
a thief, another a liar, a third a drunkard, a fourth a mur- 
derer, and ſo on and that theſe propenſities are ſo rooted 
in their natures, that they muſt go on in fulfilling them, in 

in- ſpite of all oppoſition. But 1 have no belief in this doQrine, 
al of WW and ſhall endeavour to expoſe its falſehood. That all man- 
vine kind are corrupted, I have not the ſmalleſt doubt ; and that 
| has 2 diſpoſition to all the evils juſt menrioned is naturally in 
ced- the heart of every man, is plain from the dreadful account 


e of of human corruption which we have in the third chapter 
e of of the Epiſtle to the Romans, and many other parts of the 
ence Scripture ; but that one is born more wicked than another, 
ex- [ cannot poſſibly admit, as the aſſertion involves in it this 


h in neceſſary conſequence, that God is the author of fin, If all 
| men do not derive the ſame nature from Adam, and if any 
one perſon exceeds. another in ſuch wieked propenſities as 
are purely natural, muſt not the difference ariſe merely from 
the will of the great Creator? But though we ſhould never 
de able to account for the different degrees of ſinfulneſs which 
we ſee in the human race, we muſt not land it here. I ſup- 
poſe the whole of this difference ariſes from external cir- 
cumſtances ; ſuch as education, company, opportunities, 
temptations, and a thouſand occurrences, which are exceed- 
ingly varied in the lot of different perſons, and even in 
what befals children of the ſame family, 

I do not queſtion that many diſpoſitions, not ſinful in 
themſelves, of which we ſee a great variety in children as 
well as adults, are born into the world with them, and may 
perhaps depend in ſome meaſure on the conſtitution and 
frame of the body ; though there can be no doubt, that 
luch diſpoſitions as we are in uſe to call natural, are partly 
formed alſo by education and habit. It is likewiſe evident 
that various diſpoſitions require various treatment, and that 
ſome children will be more eaſily managed, and need leſs - 
leverity than others; while the beſt method of training 
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but it does not follow from this, that there are any who 


cannot be brought under the authority of their parents. 


Diſeaſes too are hereditary, and fo is the finful bias of 


the human mind, but with this difference. We may inhe. 


rit peculiar diſeaſes from our immediate progenitors,” of 
which many of our ſpecies are entirely free; but, though a 
corrupt nature is alſo immediately communicated to us by 
our parents, yet this is not on account of their fins, but 
ſolely on account of our connection with Adam in his one 


offence, which we have in common with all his poſterity : 
and this places every individual of the human race, exactly 
en the ſame footing in this particular. The children of 


ſaints, and the children of the moft abandoned profligates, 
equally partake of the ſame corrupt nature, which Adam 
communicated to Abel as well as Cain . How elſe can we 


underſtand the deſcriptians that are ſa frequently given us 
in the word of God, of the general and total depravity of 
human nature; which is uniformly repreſented as being the 


fame in its ſource and principle, though various in its ef- 


fects? All, without exception, are © enemies unto God in 


« their minds by wicked works +;” and all are . hateful, 
and hating one another f. There is none righteous, no 
© not one: there is none that underſtandeth, there is none 


* that ſeeketh after God. They are all gone out-of the 


« way, they are together become eee there is 


* none that doth good, no not one.“ 


Ir may likewiſe be conſidered as an objection, that while 
very important conſequences are attributed to the care and 
attention of parents, ſuch a number of duties are enjoined 

Children very often imitate the profligate behaviour of their parents, 


and reſemble them in all their wicked diſpoſitions; but the queſtion is, 
whether does this ariſe from a ſtronger natural propenſity to commit fin 


than is commonly to be found in children, or from the influence of bad ex- 


ample and pernicious training! Is there not every reaſon to believe, that 


the fame education and ee would corrupt other children, as muck as 
it does them? g 


+ Cl. i. 21. 1 Tit. iii. 3. Rom. iii. 10. 11. 12. 
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upon them, and ſuch conſtancy and perſeverance in fulfil- 

ing tizeſe duties, that very few can be ſuppoſed to attain 
this high degree of perfection in the government of theit 

children; and conſequently the effect muſt ceaſe, as well us 
the cauſe: It muſt be owned, that much attention and di- 
ligence is requiſite on the part of parents 3 3 but I would 
not be underſtood as maintaining that perfection is neceſſa⸗ 
ry; that thoſe who have reaſon to hope for ſucceſs muſt be 
ſuch as poſſeſs more than ordinary abilities; or that ſo 
much time ought to be ſpent in this dae as would ooca- 
fon the neglect of other duties. 


thoſe only can expect to gain their end who are chargeable 
with no deficiency or neglect, all that has been faid will go 


aſcribes to the fulfilment of parental duties, will never be 
realized. It is evident therefore, that obtainin g theſe fruits 


muſt be conſiſtent with human weakneſs and frailty; and I 


m perſuaded there muſt be very eſſential defects in the ma- 
nagement of children, when they are remarkable for info- 
briety and riotous behaviour, and refuſe to ſubmit to au- 
thority, This will never ariſe from ſuch ordinary failings 
in the conduct of their parents, as ought to be expected in 
general among the people of God. Nor can it be owing, 
in moſt caſes, to the want of natural abilities; for it re- 
quires no great depth of judgment to manage children. Pru- 


dence and diſcretion indeed are neceſſary, and where theſe 


are wanting, it is not eaſy to ſay how the deficiency can 
be ſupplied; but people of ordinary underſtanding, who 
know how to conduct themſelves with propriety in the com- 
mon affairs of life, are capable to perform all the duties re- 
quired of parents, ſo as to accompliſh the ends, intended by 
them, provided they act from a conſcientious principle of 


thoſe who polleſs it to a judicious and prudent conduct, 
without much aid from natural talents. And as to the time 
that may be neceſſary for a proper attention to theſe duties, 


Every thing that is human muſt be imperfe@; and * 


for nothing, and the happy fruits which the word of God 


the fear of God. This is true wiſdom, and will often lead 


really believe that much leſs time is ſpent in the moſt 
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laudable training of children, than in ſpoiling them; and 
that if one half of the pains and trouble, that is often be. 
ſtowed on humouring them to their own hurt, and ſeeking 
to rectify evils which parents themſelves have occaſioned, 
were employed in bringing up children according to the rule 
of the word of God, this would be ſufficient to produce the 
ſalutary conſequences attributed to a good education. 


IsSkAILI. only take notice of another objection, namely; 
that one of the parents may be difpoſed to obey this precept; 
and the perverſeneſs of the other may tender it ineffeQual, 
This has more force than any of the former objeQtions, 
though it does not in the leaſt degree affect the principle 


that we have eſtabliſhed; for whatever prevents children | 


from being properly trained muſt have a bad tendency, if 
the oppoſite has a good one. A great deficiency will ariſe 
from one of the parents failing in their duty, and parti. 
cularly when this happens to be the father; yet much 
may be done by the other party when they are diligent 
and perſevering. Few parents are ſo loſt to every ſenſe of 
duty as to endeavour to make their children as wicked as 
themſelves, or avowedly to oppoſe any means that may be 
uſed to admoniſh them vr correct their faults; though they 
may live in the neglect of what is incumbent on them, and 
by their example, and otherwiſe, counteract the influence 
of the beſt admonitions. Thoſe who are connected with 
fuch partners in the marriage relation; ought not therefore 
to be too much diſcouraged: they may ſucceed notwithſtand- 
ing this diſadvantage, and at any rate it 1s their duty to ex- 
ert themſelves to the utmoſt of their power. It appears 
alſo from the obligation laid upon Elders to have faithful 
children, that mothers acting an undutiful part is not a ſuſ- 
ficient excuſe; as it is very likely that fome of thoſe who 
were choſen to be Elders of the firſt churches, would be join- 
ed before their converſion to unbelieving wives, who could 
not be expected to bring up their children 1 in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, 


I 
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Atb, ANOTHER motive is the conſideration of your: own 
peace and comfort, which is intimately conneted with do- 
ing your duty to your children. You muſt be deeply in- 
tereſted in their happineſs, and afide from the influence of 
jour own eondu@ in relation to this, it will give you un- 
ſpeakable pleaſure to ſee them dutiful and ſubmiſſive, ready 
to receive inſtruction, and growing in wiſdom as they grow 
in years; and every oppoſite appearance will have a ten- 
deney to fink your ſpirits, and to fill you with grief and ſor- 
row. But if they ſhould be riotous and unruly, how will 
jou be able to bear even the ſuſpicion that this may be ow- 
ing to your oven folly, and inattention to the duties which 
the word of God enjoins on Chriſtian parents? The miſeries 
to which their diſorderly conduct will expoſe them in this 
life, and the danger of landing themſelves in everlaſting 
perdition, will pierce you to the heart, and bring upon you 
more ſhame and uneaſineſs than I ain able to deſcribe Tf. 

But this is not all. Your own ſouls are in danger; for 


' though we ſtand by faith, and enjoy free remiſſion of fins, 


and the hope of eternal life through the Divine atonement 
of the Son of God; yet how can we be aſſured that we are 
believers in Chriſt, and partake of his ſalvation, if we are 
not conſcientiouſly obeying his commandments? Parents 
have a moſt important charge committed to them, of which 
they will ſoon be called to render an account at the judg- 
ment-ſeat of Jeſus Chriſt. Various-excuſes may, perhaps, 
at preſent lull your conſcienees afleep, but how will you 
anſwer at the great tribunal of him who ſearcheth the hearts 
and trieth the reins, to give every man according to his 
ways, and according to the fruit of his doings ? Be aſſur- 
ed, brethren, that you cannot be guilty of ſuch neglects as 
are very common among profeſſing Chriſtians, with impu- 
ity. I have all along admitted that it is not in your power 
to teach your children the ſaving knowledge of the truth; 
but if they die in their iniquity, and you warn them not, 
God will require their blood at your hand F. 


Prov. x. 1. and xvii. 25. + Prov. xxix. 15. { Jer. xvii. 10. 


| Ezek. iii. 18, 20, and xxxiii. 8, 
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5th, Tux laſt motive that I ſhall mention is the glory of 
God and the honour of the Chriſtian proſeſſion. This is a 
motive which ought to have a univerſal influence. on the 
whole of our conduct, and that which leads to it is the 
knowledge and enjoyment of the love of God, without 
which we cannot be Chriſtians. Believers of the goſpel are 
thus addreſſed by the Apoſtle, I beſeech you therefore, 
% Brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye preſent. your 


1 bodies a living ſacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which 


is your reaſonable ſervice“. And again, « ye are not 
„your own, for ye are bought with a price, therefore glo- 
*rify God in your body, and in your ſpirit, which are 


God's f. » This acceptable ſervice of the living God, from 


the motives of love and gratitude for his mercy, extends 


to every thing in which we can be lawfully engaged, and 


includes in it not only the duties that we immediately owe 


to God, but all that is incumbent on us in relation to our- 


ſelves, and thoſe with whoni we are connected. Whatſo- 
ever we do in word or deed, we are commanded to do all 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving thanks to God even 
the Father by him; aud to do all to the glory of Godt. 
It is of great importance to have this in view with reſpe@ 


to our fulfilment of relative duties, by which in a particu- 


lar manner we have it in our power to glorify God, and 
to thow the practical influence of the Goſpel by a train of 
conduct which the conſciences of all men muſt approve. 
Brethren, we make a fingular profeſſion of the name of 
Chriſt; the world narrowly obſerve us; and we muſt ex- 
pect them to cenſure us more ſeverely than others, when 
we deviate from the path of duty. If you are inattentive 
to the duties which you owe to your children, and allow 
them to be more riotous and unruly than the children of 
ſaber worldly people, what a reproach will this” bring upon. 
our holy profeſſion! It will give occaſion to adverſaries, 
not only to ſpeak unfavourably of you, but to blaſpheme 
the name of God. 


SoME of you may have failed in the performance of theſe 


* Rom. xii. 1. T 1 Cor. vi. 19, 20. 1 Col. iii. 17. 1 Cor. x. 31. 
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duties, and the time perhaps is gone. You neglected 
the wholeſome diſcipline which the Lord hath appointed, 
when the opportunity was given you ; and now your chil- 
dren are beyond the reach of your authority. You miſtook 
the way of ſecuring their true happineſs, and allowed them 
to follow the bent of their natural inclinations; and the re- 


 quital they now make is juſt what might be expected; they 


are regardleſs of your ſatisfaction and comfort, and refuſe 
to ſubmit to your admonitions. Let me beſeech you bre- 
thren, to confider how much you have, in this inſtance, de- 
parted from the law of God, and diſhonoured his holy name. 

Humble yourſelves in his preſence, and be earneſt to ob- 
tain forgiveneſs through the blood of Chrift. It is the 
greateſt of all conſolations to a ſinner, to hear that there is 
forgiveneſs with God, and that he delighteth in mercy. 
To this we muſt have recourſe on many occaſtons, and this' 
alone can bear up your minds under the painful reflectiom 
that is ſuggeſted by.theſe remarks. And while you retain 
ajuſt ſenſe of your own guilt i in this matter, and hope in 
the mercy of God for the pardon of all your iniquities, I 
would entreat you to give evidence of your repentance, by 
towing a due concern for others. Exhort parents to at- 
tend to the duties which they owe to their children, and. 
point out to them in the moſt forcible terms, the evils that 
may be expected from neglecting to bring them 7 in the 

nurture and admonition of the Lord. | 


FixarLy, brethren, I would earneſtly beſeech thoſe of 
you who have young children, to hearken to theſe admoni- 
tions, while there is a proſpe& of doing good by putting 
them in practice. Begin without delay, and continue with 
unceaſing perſeverance, and fervent prayer to God for his 
bleſſing on your endeavours: thus will your children give 
preſent “ delight to your ſouls,” and at ſome future period 
* they will gratefully riſe up and call you bleſſed.“ 


THE END. 
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